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Adding value in water-related  
capacity development

We see capacity development as “the process through which individuals, organizations and socie-
ties obtain, strengthen and maintain the capabilities to set and achieve their own development ob-
jectives over time” (UNDP 2008). UNW-DPC’s mission is to enhance the coherence and effectiveness 
of the capacity development activities of UN-Water members and partners. We seek to strengthen 
the ability of the UN-Water members and partners to achieve the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and other international targets related to water. This report documents our work from our 
foundation in August 2007 until August 2012. 
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» Foreword

The United Nations University (UNU) has been pleased to host the UN-Water Decade Programme 
on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC), established in 2007, within its offices in Bonn, Germany. 

Special thanks and acknowledgement in this regard go to the Government of Germany for its gener-
ous financial and technical support. The UNU values very much the on-going collaborative relation-
ship with its host government in Germany, and we appreciate very much its steadfast support. 

In addition to hosting UNW-DPC, the UNU has also served as the Chair of UN-Water during the two-
year period from 2010 to 2012. I, personally, have been very pleased to observe the progress that has 
been made by the UNW-DPC programme over the past five years and to witness its contributions in 
adding both greater coherence and support to the UN-Water inter-agency mechanism. 

Professor Konrad Osterwalder

United Nations Under-Secretary-General
Rector, United Nations University

Foreword



Reporting No. 6 | 3

The main mandate and raison d’être for UNW-DPC, of course, is to support the UN-Water mechanism in 
its capacity development activities. Yet, UNW-DPC is a member of the UNU family, and we are pleased 
that this programme has brought the University even closer into the UN-Water fold.

During the past five years, the attachment of UNW-DPC to both the UN-Water mechanism and the 
UNU has proven to be of advantage to all parties involved, creating exactly the kind of synergy and 
coherence that the programme office was set up to achieve. 

Overall, with more than 70 activities and 30 publications, it is clear that UNW-DPC has been very active 
in its field of disseminating and promoting methodologies for capacity development.

In addition, through such multilateral, multi-year activities as the currently on-going UN-Water capac-
ity development project on the “Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture”, which brings together seven 
UN-Water members, partners and programmes, including UNU, UNW-DPC has proven its added value 
and ability to strengthen the effectiveness of UN-Water by bringing together a broad spectrum of UN-
Water actors in order to tackle complex and inter-linked capacity development challenges.

With regard to UNW-DPC and the UN-Water community, I look forward to both continuing and new 
opportunities for mutual support and collaboration in 2012 and beyond.



» highlights of 2007 - 2012
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Highlights of 2007-2012
UNW-DPC’s Major Activities

August 2010 - November 2011
Information System Launch

UN-Water Activity infor-
mation System (p. 28) 

UNW-DPC’s Capacity Devel-
opment Information System 
(CDIS), in development since 
2009, becomes the UNW-AIS 
in mid 2010; the system is ex-
panded and improved for of-
ficial launching by the Chair of 
UN-Water in November 2011 
in Bonn, Germany  

 
With UN-Water Task Forces and 
Thematic Priority Areas

July 2009 - October 2010  
Training Workshops

AquaCrop irrigation model  
(p. 56)

Final workshop on “Improving 
Farm Management Strategies 
Through AquaCrop: World-
wide Collection of Case Stud-
ies” held in Yogyakarta, Indo-
nesia, October 2010

Regional training workshops 
in Africa and Asia from July 
2009 - March 2010 

With FAO, ICID 
Five local partners

September 2008 - March 2011
Workshops

Drinking Water Loss 
Reduction (p. 38) 

International Kick-Off Work-
shop in Bonn, Germany, Sep-
tember 2008

Regional workshops to im-
prove efficiency in urban wa-
ter supply systems in Latin 
America, South East Europe, 
Arab and African countries 
from Jan. 2010 - March 2011

With UN-HABITAT 

2008 2009 2010

* Inauguration August 2007

*
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15 November 2011  
10th Bonn Dialogue 
 
The Water, Energy and Food 
Security Nexus: Solutions 
for the Green Economy (p. 70) 

UNW-DPC is well involved in 
the “Nexus” concept and coor-
dinates the 10th in the “Bonn 
Dialogues” public lecture se-
ries; the only public sympo-
sium of the Bonn2011 Nexus 
Conference

With UNU in Bonn, DKKV
High-level panelists from 
UNSGAB, FAO, IHA and BMU

November 2011 - May 2013
Workshops

The Safe use of wastewater 
in agriculture (p. 34)

International Kick-Off Work-
shop in Bonn, Germany in No-
vember 2011

Five regional workshops 
throughout Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
in 2012 and 2013; wrap-up 
workshop in 2013 

With FAO, WHO, UNEP, UNU-
INWEH, ICID and IWMI 

September 2010 & May 2012
Trade Fair & Seminar 

UN-Water at IFAT with green 
economy Book launch (p. 62)

Panel at IFAT in Munich with 
UN-Water entities involved 
in the book, “Water and the 
Green Economy: Capacity De-
velopment Aspects”

UN-Water presence included 
seminars, a press conference 
and 200 m

2 
pavilion

13 UN-Water members, 
partners and programmes

2011 2012

Water and the Green EconomyCapacity Development Aspects

W
ater and the Green Econom

y        Capacity Developm
ent Aspects

Editors: Reza Ardakanian, Dirk Jaeger (UNW-DPC)

With contributions from UN-Water  members and partners: UNESCO-IHE · UNDP (Cap-Net) · UNITAR · CBD · UNIDO · ECLAC · ESCAP · IUCN · UNW-DPC

UN-W
ater Decade Program

m
e

 on Capacity Developm
ent (UNW

-DPC)
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Background and 
Overview

UN-Water is a mechanism established in 2003 to 
strengthen collaboration and coherence on wa-
ter-related issues within the UN System and with 
non-UN partners. It is becoming an increasingly 
efficient vehicle for supporting actions and pro-
moting solutions related to the complex water-
related agenda of the international community. 
This includes issues associated with both water 
supply and sanitation as well as water resources 
management. UN-Water focuses on developing 
its role as a support mechanism for members, 
partners and other key stakeholders in their ef-
forts to provide leadership and offer solutions 
to water challenges in support of UN Member 
States. 

Four programmes currently operate under 
UN-Water. Each programme has its individual 
mandate, organization, staff resources and fi-
nancing from various sources. One of these four 
programmes is the UN-Water Decade Programme 
on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC), estab-
lished in mid-2007, and hosted by the United Na-
tions University in Bonn, Germany. 
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July 2012

In its five years of existence, UNW-DPC has clearly demonstrated 
its added value to the capacity development activities of UN-Water 

Members and Partners, as well as to the UN-Water structure itself. UNW-
DPC has evolved into an important asset of UN-Water in an area of work 
critical to sustain and maintain development efforts.

Introduction
 to UN-Water and UNW-DPC

Chair of UN-Water 
Michel Jarraud (Secretary-General of WMO)
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The United Nations (UN) has long recognized 
the relevance of water as a determining fac-
tor of global development, given the growing 
demands of an increasing population on the 
world’s water resources to meet basic human, 
commercial and agricultural needs. UN-Water’s 
story began 20 years ago, at the Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, followed by the Mil-
lennium Declaration in 2000 that eventually es-
tablished the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) – a series of ambitious targets to be 
met by 2015. 

Afterwards, the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (WSSD) in 2002 confirmed the 

importance of water as a vital resource. In the 
same way, the significance of basic sanitation 
for the well-being of humankind has been ac-
knowledged. Goals and targets were formu-
lated which resulted in an international water 
agenda that is both ambitious and complex. As 
water is dealt with by a number of UN agencies, 
programmes and other entities, implementa-
tion of the various water and sanitation targets 
turned out to be a collective challenge. In rec-
ognition of this situation, the WSSD saw the 
need to generally strengthen United Nations 
inter-agency coordination and to improve the 
effectiveness and efficiency of system-wide ac-
tivities through increased synergies. 

The Earth Summit in Rio de 

Janeiro in 1992 marked a major 

political milestone in terms of 

addressing the world’s environ-

mental concerns, including the 

growing scarcity of water.

Twenty years later, political 

leaders and concerned individu-

als and organizations around 

the world met once again in Rio 

to tackle these issues.

1992

2012
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In 2003, the Chief Executives Board (CEB), the 
coordinating body for the entire UN System, 
on the recommendation of its High-level Com-
mittee on Programmes (HLCP), established UN-
Water as the inter-agency mechanism to pro-
mote coordination, coherence and efficiency in 
pursuit of achieving the global water and sani-
tation related targets and goals, with emphasis 
being given to those articulated through the 
MDGs and the Johannesburg Plan of Imple-
mentation (JPOI) from the WSSD. The main pur-
pose of UN-Water is thus to complement and 
add value to existing programmes and projects 
by facilitating synergies and joint efforts. 

In a further initiative specifically directed at 
meeting the water-related MDG targets, the 
UN General Assembly, on 22 March 2005, pro-
claimed the International Decade for Action, 
‘Water for Life’ (2005-2015) with the aim of 
promoting efforts to fulfil international water-
related commitments by 2015. The focus is on 
furthering cooperation at all levels with a view 
to ensuring the long-term sustainable man-
agement of water resources, including meas-
ures to improve sanitation. By its mandate, 
UN-Water has a specific obligation to respond 

to this call for action as the goal of the Decade 
concurs with UN-Water’s terms of reference. 
The UNW-DPC is one of the programmes cre-
ated within the ‘Water for Life’ Decade in order 
to strengthen the UN-Water mechanism. 

Now, at the “Rio+20” United Nations Confer-
ence on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) 
in June 2012 and 20 years after the Rio 1992 
conference, the world once again is faced with 
increased calls to take a holistic view of press-
ing environmental problems of our day. Water 
is more central to this picture than ever, as is 
the need for the UN to “Deliver as One” in order 
to meet the MDGs concerning freshwater and 
sanitation and other international water-relat-
ed goals and targets. 

UN-Water is constantly growing, but currently 
has 30 members from the UN System and near-
ly the same amount of external partners repre-
senting various organizations and civil society 
(Figure 1). 
Since its creation in 2003, UN-Water has con-
tinuously engaged in activities and developed 
its capacities to address complex water-related 
challenges. 

 
Water is critical for sustainable development, including environmental integrity and the eradica-
tion of poverty and hunger, and is indispensable for human health and well-being.

UN General Assembly Resolution 58/217 establishing the International Decade for Action, ‘Water for Life’ 
2005-2015
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UN-Water has
yy strived to increase its effectiveness in 

providing support to greater collabora-
tion and coordination amongst its mem-
bers and partners, which has resulted in 
better delivery of services to UN Member 
States

yy increased its responsiveness to specific 
and emerging concerns, including cli-
mate change adaptation, food security, 
water supply and sanitation services as 
well as country-level coordination

yy provided an effective platform for debate 
on key issues and concerns among both 
UN entities and non-UN partners, often 
arriving at a consensus point of view that 
has helped the UN respond more effec-
tively to global water challenges; and

yy developed and delivered assessments, 
reports, publications and tools that clar-
ify global water crises and point to solu-
tions.

(UN-Water Work Programme 2010-2011)

Figure 1: Representation of the members and 
partners who operate within UN-Water
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 (UN-Water Work Programme 2010-2011)

As UN-Water is not an implementing body, 
most of its activities are carried out through 
long-term Thematic Priority Areas (TPAs) 
and time-bound Task Forces established to 
focus on specific areas of interest or emerg-
ing issues. UN-Water TPAs currently include 
drinking water and basic sanitation, trans-
boundary waters, water and climate change 
as well as water quality. Task Forces address 
country-level coordination, regional-level 
coordination, wastewater management and 
water resources management. In addition, 
four specific programmes work under UN-
Water, each with its own work plan, budget 
and an executing agency. 

On 31 August 2007 the UN-Water Dec-
ade Programme on Capacity Development 
(UNW-DPC), hosted by the United Nations 
University in Bonn, Germany, celebrated 
its official opening in the presence of the 
two German Federal Ministries funding 
the work of the office. The Ministries were 
represented by Professor Frieder Meyer-
Krahmer, the State Secretary for the Minis-
try of Education and Research (BMBF), Erich 
Stather, the State Secretary for the Ministry 
of Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ) as well as Professor Janos J. Bogardi, 
the acting Vice-Rector of the United Nations 
University in Europe, representing the host 
agency. Also present were Reza Ardakanian, 

the founding Director of UNW-DPC, Pas-
quale Steduto (FAO), the Chair of UN-Water 
from 2007 to 2009, and Bärbel Dieckmann, 
Lady Mayor of the City of Bonn. 

UNW-DPC was established with the aim to 
enhance the coherence, credibility and in-
tegrated effectiveness of UN-Water, with 
emphasis on capacity development, by 
strengthening UN-Water and its members’ 
capacities and adding value to UN-Water 
initiatives and activities. Lack of capacity 
for effective water management is a key 
factor contributing to the global water cri-
sis. These capacities are required at all lev-
els – from individual human capacities to 
organizational and institutional capacities. 
In 2008, capacity development was de-
fined by the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP) as “the process through which indi-
viduals, organizations and societies obtain, 
strengthen and maintain the capabilities to 
set and achieve their own development ob-
jectives over time”. 

UNW-DPC follows best practice in capac-
ity development, including success factors 
such as rooting initiatives in regional or 
national institutions, conducting capacity 
needs assessment and combining a wide 
range of traditional and innovative modali-
ties (Figure 2).

Opening ceremony of UNW-DPC, 

31 August 2007 at the UN Cam-

pus in Bonn, Germany
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UNW-DPC uses a wide range of modalities in support of 

capacity development covering several levels. 

Figure 2: Capacity development modalities 
practised by UNW-DPC 

Activity 
mapping

South-South 
cooperation

Facilitation 
of leadership 
development

Individuals

Organizations

Institutions

Facilitation of 
organizational 

development

Fostering of 
cross-ministerial 
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multi-stakeholder 

dialogues

Support to face 
to face and 

distance learning 
initiatives

Capacity 
needs  

assessment

Policy 
support

Creation of 
networks

Support to 
knowledge 

sharing

Support to 
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experiences

Development 
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skills
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initiatives

Facilitation of 
experience-

sharing
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Based on its mission to support and add co-
herence to UN-Water, UNW-DPC works accord-
ing to Work Plans. The Work Plans are approved 
by UN-Water and cover three years. They in-
clude four main fields of activity and individual 
activity lines which are closely connected to 
the UN-Water Work Programme. The latter also 
provides guidelines for UNW-DPC’s work (Fig-
ure 3). 
Now currently working within its second three-
year Work Plan, UNW-DPC works on many of 
the same fields of activity as in its first three 
years, as shown in the table on the following 
page. 

UNW-DPC Work Plans
 2007-2010 and 2010-2013

August 2010

[UNW-DPC is] a useful and necessary programme for scaling up the 
activities of UN-Water members and partners, and for increasing the 

coherence of UN-Water. Sustaining the capacity development of human 
resources and institutions is among the best investments we can do for 
our future.

Chair of UN-Water 2007-2009 
Pasquale Steduto (FAO)
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improve

strengthen cooperate

sUPPORT

Work Plan
2010-2013

Coherence

Guidance Collaboration

Promotion

Work Plan
2007-2010

Work Plan 
Field of 
Activity

2007 – 2010 2010 – 2013

Area 1 Improve strategic and operational coherence 
of UN-Water members and partners to support 
capacity development worldwide.

Improve synergy, strategic and operational 
coherence of UN-Water.

Area 2 Strengthen technical and policy guidance 
within the capacity development sphere, and 
contribute to the “professionalization” of wa-
ter governance and integrated management.

Strengthen technical and policy guidance within 
the capacity development sphere, and contribute 
to the “professionalization” of water governance 
and management.

Area 3 Collaborate with UN-Water members and 
partners on issues related to capacity develop-
ment.

Cooperate with other UN-Water programmes.

Area 4 Promote capacity development, including 
resource mobilization as part of water plans. 

Support UN-Water and its members in general, in 
particular its Task Forces, Thematic Priority Areas 
and other coordinated activities of UN-Water 
members.

Figure 3: A comparison between UNW-DPC’s first and second Work Plan
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TABLE 1:  
total participants by region, 2007-2012

Region Total Participants

Africa 277

Latin America 115

Eastern Europe 233

Asia 575

TABLE 2: Total activities by region, 2007-2012
 

Region Total Activities

All regions (international) 43

Africa 16

Latin America 3

Eastern Europe 9

Asia 17

TABLE 3: total training activities, 2007-2012  

Total 
Activities

Total 
Participants

Total 
Countries

69 1849 134

There are differences in UNW-DPC’s second 
phase of work (2010-2013) as compared to its 
first Work Plan (2007-2010). Particularly in its 
first three years within Work Plan 1, UNW-DPC 
concentrated on engaging in activities with in-
dividual UN-Water member and partner orga-
nizations, in order to build trust and confidence 
in the deliverance of capacity development 
activities by UNW-DPC within the UN-Water. A 
small overview of the activities with individual 
UN-Water members can be seen in the tables 
on the left (Tables 1-3). Since 2010 and under 
its Second Work Plan, UNW-DPC has increas-
ingly focused on activities involving multiple 
UN-Water entities.

In all, from August 2007 to August 2012, UNW-
DPC has conducted more than 100 major activ-
ities including joint activities with UN agencies, 
independent publications, trainings, mapping 
activities, workshops and involvement in con-
ferences.

UNW-DPC brings together 

participants from all over the 

world on numerous topics 

related to capacity develpment 

in the water sector to facilitate 

exchanges of expertise and best 

practices (left: participants at 

the International Workshop for 

Transboundary Basins in 2008)
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UNW-DPC

UN-HABITAT

UN WWAP

UNU

UNESCO

GEF

UNDESA

WMOUNDP

UNCCD

FAO

ESCAP

UNW-DPAC

IAH

UNEP

ICID

ESCWA

UNICEF

ECLAC

IHA

WSSCC

UNITAR

IWMI

WHOUNIDO

WCSSD

IUCN

UNECE

After focusing on building confidence with 
UN-Water members and partners through 
many joint activities within its first three years, 
UNW-DPC requested feedback on its work at 
the UN-Water meeting in February 2010. At 
that point, UNW-DPC received praise for its 
support of UN-Water to date, with the explicit 

request to focus from now on more on multi-
lateral, value-adding activities for UN-Water. 
Thus the feedback also helped to lead and 
guide the programme during the drafting pe-
riod of its second three-year Work Plan, which 
came into action in fall 2010.

Figure 4: Cooperation map of UN-Water mem-
bers and partners in activities coordinated 
by UNW-DPC*

* The thickness of the lines represents the number of activities, ranging from one common activity (thinnest) to 24 common 

activities (thickest).
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UNW-DPC takes these kinds of recommen-
dations very seriously in its quest to best 
serve the needs of UN-Water. As a result, sug-
gestions such as these formed the cornerstone 
of UNW-DPC’s second Work Plan 2010-2013, 
with twelve out of the twenty-one (more than 
50%) of the specific activities in the new Work 
Plan focusing specifically on value-adding ac-
tivities to support the UN-Water mechanism.

These value-adding activities are for the most 
part embedded in Field of Activity 1 of UNW-
DPC’s Work Plan 2010-2013, and are described 
in more depth in Chapter 1 of this report.           

August 2010

UNW-DPC should continue to build on its strengths and focus on 
delivering value-added services to the UN-Water membership… 
identifying opportunities for better capacity-building at the country-
level under the umbrella of Delivering as One. … UNW-DPC… (should 
be) seen as a leader in exploring innovative capacity development 
approaches.

Chair of UN-Water 2010-2012
Zafar Adeel (UNU-INWEH) 

August 2010

Great job overall and an active 
programme... UNW-DPC has 

collected information on what 
UN agencies are doing. It should 
therefore use this information to 
determine how it can add value to the 
work of UN agencies. Its focal areas 
could include developing a web-
based mechanism for exchanging 
information on UN agencies’ activities 
in water capacity-building to enable 
better collaboration.

Vice Chair of UN-Water 
2010-2012
Tim Kasten (UNEP)
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A large part of UNW-DPC’s value-adding ac-
tivities is support to the Task Forces and The-
matic Priority Areas (TFs/ TPAs) of UN-Water.  As 
well as being a member of all of the TFs/ TPAs of 
UN-Water, UNW-DPC has conducted in-depth 
mapping activities for several of them, begin-
ning in 2009 with the Task Forces on Climate 

Change and on Transboundary Waters, and 
adding Water Quality in 2011. Results of these 
mapping activities are housed in the UN-Wa-
ter Activity Information System (UNW-AIS), 
which garnered increased focus and received a 
facelift in 2011. It, too, is looked at in Chapter 1.
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The first Field of Activity of the UNW-DPC Work 
Plan aims to “improve the synergy, strategic and 
operational coherence of UN-Water”. This is done 
in a multitude of ways in order to identify poten-
tial areas for adding value and increasing harmo-
nization of the activities of the Task Forces (TFs), 
agencies and other partners working within the 
mechanism. 
Two of the most important activities within this 
section are support to the Task Forces and The-
matic Priority Areas (TFs/TPAs) of UN-Water, and 
the creation and improvement of an information 
system for UN-Water known as the UN-Water Ac-
tivity Information System (UNW-AIS).

Work Plan Section 1

Building 
Coherence 
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Support to UN-Water
Task Forces and Thematic Priority Areas

1.1

February 2010

[UNW-DPC’s performance has been] Outstanding – it has had an intense 
programme, very good projection to target agencies and visibility benefitting 

UN-Water and the UN System at large. 

 Co-Coordinator, UN-Water Task Force, Transboundary Waters
José Alberto Tejada-Guibert (UNESCO)
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UNW-DPC has been a member of all of the 
UN-Water TFs/TPAs for several years. It has 
been regularly asked to support these groups 
in various ways, in particular through mapping, 
the hosting of meetings or workshops and con-
ceptual and strategic support. It can be said 
that UNW-DPC has played a significant role in 
supporting the chairs in energizing the TFs and 
TPAs.  The programme is keen on further ex-
panding its support role in the future. 

One major support offered by UNW-DPC was 
to assist in the mapping of key activities of UN-
Water members and partners in various fields 
of work. In fact, the mappings are an important 
cornerstone for UN-Water TPAs and TFs to take 
strategic planning decisions, particularly on 
filling gaps and minimizing overlaps through 
improved internal coordination. 

The first mapping on the UN-Water members’ 
and partners’ mandates was conducted upon 
request of UN-Water in early 2009. Three map-
pings for the TPAs on Transboundary Waters, 
Climate Change and Water Quality followed. 
The results of all these mappings and the very 
first mapping of capacity development activi-
ties in 2007 were included in the UN-Water Ac-
tivity Information System (UNW-AIS). Addition-
al TFs expressed interest in future mappings. 

Another mapping in support of the UN-Water 
TF on Regional Coordination is under way. This 

mapping is different in nature as it focuses 
on coordination mechanisms within (and be-
tween) the regions rather than actual project 
activities at country level. However, the map-
ping will draw upon previous thematic map-
pings. UNW-DPC will be hosting the leading 
consultant. 

UNW-DPC has hosted meetings of several of 
the TFs at its offices at the UN Campus in Bonn, 
including Country-Level Coordination (Febru-
ary 2010), Transboundary Waters (February 
2010), Climate Change (May 2010) and Region-
al Level Coordination (February 2011). These 
workshops helped consolidate the focus and 
outcomes of the TFs and the mapping activi-
ties. Examples include two workshops for the 
Climate Change TPA to discuss “Key challenges 
for capacity development and joint activities 
to adaptations in the water sector” and “Key 
challenges to adaptations in the water sector”. 

In 2011, UNW-DPC, together with the UNDP, 
also took on the role of the co-chair of the TF 
on Country-Level Coordination upon request 
at the UN-Water meeting in August. Since then, 
a physical meeting in November 2011 and 
regular lines of communication have strength-
ened the concerted efforts of UNDP and UNW-
DPC to establish an online discussion platform 
to support country-level coordination within 
the UNDP “Teamworks” platform, including 
linkages to UNW-AIS.
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UNW-DPC also provided support to the UN-
Water Working Group on “Water Efficiency in 
Agriculture”, led by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO). In particular, UNW-DPC 
supported the Working Group in the prepara-
tion of a concept note and hosted a first Work-
ing Group meeting during World Water Week 
in Stockholm in August 2011. 

UNW-DPC also engages with TFs/TPAs in the 
field of e-learning. This includes the facilitation 
of an e-learning course on “Urban Water Gov-
ernance and Management in the Asia-Pacific 
Region”. The course is a pilot e-learning course 
under the UN-Water umbrella and is being de-

veloped in cooperation with United Nations In-
stitute for Training and Research (UNITAR), UN-
HABITAT and with input from the TF on Water 
Resources Management. In June 2012, UNW-
DPC also started an inventory of water-related 
e-learning services by UN-Water members and 
partners. 

UNW-DPC has also supported TFs and TPAs 
in their communication efforts. One example 
is the collaboration with the UN-Water TF on 
Water Quality on communications materials for 
the launch of the “Drive to 2015: Sanitation for 
All” campaign.

UNW-DPC has been instrumental in bringing together and 

hosting meetings of UN-Water Task Forces, Thematic Priority 

Areas and Working Groups, such as the UN-Water Working 

Group on Water Use Efficiency (Stockholm, Sweden in August 

2011, above).
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Highlight: Thematic Priority Area on Transboundary Waters
As a member of the UN-Water TPA on Transboundary Waters, 
UNW-DPC has been actively involved in Transboundary Water is-
sues since 2008. Starting in 2009, support was increased and ex-
tended, specifically in regard to mapping activities. 
The thematic mapping extended the UN-Water overall mandate 
for topic-related mandates, capacities and activities down to the 
level of specific projects using questionnaires, interviews and on-
line search technologies. As the first thematic mapping, the Trans-
boundary Waters TPA members played an important role in shap-
ing the design of the actual mapping, the needs assessment and 
the visual presentation of the mapping results in the UNW-AIS. 
The Transboundary Waters TPA chairs and UNW-DPC interact fre-
quently about further improvements of the UNW-AIS, especially 
related to updates and best ways to promote the system in the 
Transboundary Waters community. 
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UNW-AIS
The UN-Water Activity Information System 

1.2

UNW-DPC has proved to be active and to be able to respond to its mandate. In 
particular United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) very much 

appreciates the work done to set up the UN-Water Activity Information System.

 Co-Coordinator, UN-Water Task Force, Transboundary Waters
Francesca Bernardini (UNECE) 
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The UNW-AIS provides UN-Water mem-
bers, partners and programmes with a single 
place to present, query and analyze informa-
tion about water-related field projects and 
programmes, joint initiatives and training ac-
tivities. It fosters information and knowledge 
sharing among entities and with their target 
groups. It responds to the expressed wish of 
UN-Water to gain a systematic overview of the 
water-related activities of all actors under the 
UN-Water umbrella, giving recognition to the 
increasing number of joint activities and en-
couraging enhanced coordination and coher-
ence. The UNW-AIS has been developed and is 
hosted by UNW-DPC.

The modular platform has steadily evolved 
and expanded in response to requests from 
UN-Water.

UNW-DPC started the development of the 
UNW-AIS information system in early 2009 
as a Capacity Development Information Sys-
tem (CDIS) that only housed information on 
capacity development activities of UN-Water 
mapped in 2007/2008. In 2010, the system was 
adopted by UN-Water to serve the entire in-
teragency mechanism, and CDIS was renamed 
to UNW-AIS. From 2010 to 2012, the results of 
three mappings of the UN-Water TPAs on Trans-
boundary Waters, Water and Climate Change 
and Water Quality were included in the UNW-
AIS project database, leading to more than 450 

entries. With its second Work Plan 2010-2013, 
UNW-DPC received the mandate to integrate 
UNW-AIS with other UN information systems. 
The IW:Science database was successfully em-
bedded into UNW-AIS in 2012, adding another 
200 field projects and 3,500 associated docu-
ments. The integration of further UN databases 
and information systems is envisaged and will 
benefit from the robust hosting infrastructure 
and efficient development environment. In 
November 2011, the Chair of UN-Water, Zafar 
Adeel, Director of UNU-INWEH, inaugurated an 
upgraded version of UNW-AIS, reflecting the 
addition of new features such as the inclusion 
of an e-learning section and social networking 
tools. By July 2012, the new learning section in-
cluded about 20 learning initiatives conducted 
by multiple UN-Water members, projects and 
programmes. Recently, this section has also 
been amended by a gateway to e-learning 
courses offered by UN-Water members. The 
potential use of UNW-AIS as a virtual learn-
ing environment will be piloted in early 2013 
through a facilitated e-learning course on “Ur-
ban Water Governance”.

The number of visitors to the UNW-AIS plat-
form has been increasing continuously. Over 
the last few years, thousands of people from 
more than 150 countries have visited the plat-
form and the majority of them have returned 
to view the platform repeatedly. 
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The current two main components of UNW-
AIS are the project database and the training/
learning platform. 

(i) The activity database offers a simple but 
powerful search interface which allows users to 
find activities based on specific themes, type, 
location, geographical focus, status and part-
ners. Users can display the results as a table, 
map or individual descriptions. The database 
can be used in many ways, such as 

yy helping UN-Water task forces to iden-
tify gaps and potential synergies or best 
practice examples of joint activities in 
UN-Water

yy enabling UN-Water to present individual 

and joint activities of UN-Water member 
agencies, partners and programmes to 
UN Headquarters, donors and the inter-
ested public in a flexible and compre-
hensive way

yy informing water professionals, deci-
sion makers and decentralized staff of 
UN-Water members and partners about 
related UN projects in their country or 
region in support of planning and policy 
development

yy ensuring sustainability of the IW:Science 
database after closure of the project

(ii) Within the last year, hundreds of training 
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February 2010

workshop participants from all over the world 
have entered the learning section of UNW-
AIS, accessing learning materials such as core 
publications, presentations, video animations 
and e-lectures after the workshop to further 
deepen their learning or using the materials 
for starting local initiatives or training others. 
In the case of the “Safe Use of Wastewater in 
Agriculture” workshops, the platform was also 
used before and during workshops, enabling 
training participants to directly upload their 
national reports before the workshop, allowing 
immediate access to others.

More information on the UNW-AIS can be 
found via the UN-Water or UNW-DPC websites, 
or directly at www.ais.unwater.org.

Utilizing the solid institutional 
foundation developed in the last 

three years, UNW-DPC has effectively 
executed a number of capacity-
building initiatives. Most notably, it 
brings together a broad spectrum of 
UN-Water members and partners to 
tackle specific capacity challenges. 
One may argue that such initiatives 
would not even exist if UNW-DPC had 
not served as a catalyst in bringing 
together these partners. 

Chair of UN-Water 
2010-2012
Zafar Adeel (UNU-INWEH) 

August 2010
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Work Plan Section 2

Strengthening 
Policy Guidance

Section 2 of the Work Plan describes UNW-DPC’s 
activities to strengthen the technical and policy 
guidance of UN-Water and contribute to the 
“professionalization” of water governance and 
management. This is suggested in a number of 
ways: by supporting TPAs and TFs of UN-Water 
with policy-relevant documents, by focusing on 
institutional capacity development with innova-
tive approaches and methods, and by increasing 
awareness and improving access to relevant ma-
terials for decision and policymakers as well as 
stakeholders. 

Two of the most important activities in this field 
over the past five years have been the UN-Water 
project on the “Safe Use of Wastewater in Agri-
culture” and extensive activities the programme 
has conducted in the area of “Drinking Water Loss 
Reduction”.©
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Safe Use of Wastewater 
in Agriculture

A Multidisciplinary Project

2.1

July 2012

In the era where the development issues are becoming more complex and have 
multiple dimensions, UNW-DPC is in a unique position to bring together various 

UN-Water members and partners to provide multidisciplinary perspectives to 
its clients, the UN Member Countries, in delivering capacity development. I am 
sure no single UN-Water member or partner can bring such a multidisciplinary 
perspective to a project like ”Safe use of Wastewater in Agriculture”, which has 
been remarkably provided by UNW-DPC. 

UN-Water partner
Avinash Tyagi (ICID) 
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Population growth and rapid urbanization 
are intensifying pressure on freshwater re-
sources. In many places around the world, in-
creasing water stress and scarcity consequently 
drive the use of non-conventional waters, such 
as (treated) urban wastewater. As the supply of 
cities with fresh produce is another imminent 
challenge, urban and peri-urban agriculture is 
one of the greatest wastewater users. Particu-
larly in irrigated agriculture, wastewater can 
serve as a “new” source of water and fertilizer. 

Besides all benefits of wastewater use in ag-
riculture, it can also have adverse impacts on 
health and environment depending on the 
treatment level, type of irrigation and local 
conditions. Managing these risks is a crucial 
issue that must be addressed from local and 
global perspectives. 

To maximize opportunities and minimize 
risks related to the use of wastewater in agri-
culture, robust policy and institutional frame-
works have to be designed. In many countries 
where wastewater use in agriculture takes 
place, such frameworks are lacking. Responsi-
bilities and jurisdictions among public institu-
tions (health, agriculture and water) have to 
be clear and coordination mechanisms should 
be created to arrive at comprehensive and ef-
fective policies. To promote the safe use of 
wastewater in agriculture and to advance the 

required national capacities in developing 
countries and countries in transition, the UNW-
DPC brought together, in a multi-year project 
under UN-Water, the FAO, the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations 
University Institute for Water, Environment and 
Health (UNU-INWEH), the International Com-
mission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) and 
the International Water Management Institute 
(IWMI). The capacity development project on 
the “Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture” was 
launched during an international workshop in 
Bonn in November 2011. Further activities in-
clude a series of five regional workshops in Af-
rica, Asia, and Latin America, as well as a wrap-
up workshop in May 2013.

During the project, each participating coun-
try is guided in the development of a national 
report on the status of “Wastewater Use in Ag-
riculture” in its country. The national report is 
based on a survey of the existing and the re-
quired capacities in the fields of health risks as-
sessment, health protection measures, moni-
toring and system assessment, crop production 
aspects, environmental aspects, socio-cultural 
aspects, economic and financial considerations 
and policy aspects as well as the identities of 
the national key players involved in the field of 
wastewater use.
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In the framework of this project, national 
representatives learn about various options 
to promote wastewater use strategies, based 
on guidelines and best practice approaches. 
These contribute to showing feasible (interim) 
solutions for different levels of technological 
sophistication and financial ability, which in 
turn lead to improved protection of farmers 
and public health. In many developing coun-
tries, the focus is set on affordable and easily 
adoptable risk management strategies. Adopt-
ing the multiple-barrier approach (WHO, FAO, 
and UNEP, 2006) can reduce human exposure 
to toxic compounds and pathogens. At the 
same time, the important aspects of develop-
ing or refining national strategies with multi-
disciplinary and multi-ministerial involvement, 
as well as strategies to raise public awareness 
and acceptance, are essential parts of the pro-
gramme.

An important element for the further promo-
tion of the “Safe Use of Wastewater in Agricul-
ture” project are the extensive project pages 
on UNW-AIS (www.ais.unwater.org/wastewa-
ter). UNW-AIS is used as the official commu-
nication and knowledge-sharing platform for 
this project. It brings together the expertise of 
UN-Water members, partners and associated 
programmes in one single place, which is at 
the same time easily accessible for the work-
shop participants and other interested users. It 
features key documents, for example the WHO 
Guidelines for the “Safe Use of Wastewater, Ex-
creta and Greywater”, various FAO publications, 
such as “The Wealth of Waste”, research papers, 
fact sheets and a wide range of publications 
from IWMI, including a book on Wastewater 
Irrigation and Health, research reports, work-
ing papers and scientific papers. Additionally, 
it presents workshop videos in the form of e-
lectures, best practice videos and animations, 
but also the national reports submitted by the 

Urban agriculture, often using 

treated wastewater, can be an 

important part of the solutions 

to feed growing populations 

in cities.
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participants. The “wastewater pages” on UNW-
AIS provide a rich resource with easy access to 
materials of UN-Water members and partners, 
and facilitate the promotion of this topic in 
addition to the immediate reach of the work-
shops. Beyond the framework of the workshop 
series, UNW-DPC organized additional UN-Wa-
ter Sessions at the 16th African Water Associa-
tion (AfWA) International Water and Sanitation 
Congress and at IFAT ENTSORGA 2012, one of 
the world’s leading trade fairs for environmen-
tal technology, specifically focusing on water, 
sewage, waste and raw materials management. 

At the Bonn2011 Nexus Conference, which 
was organized to prepare the road map for 
Rio+20, the “Safe Use of Wastewater in Agri-
culture” project was recognized as one of the 
“moving actions” in the Water-Energy-Food Se-
curity Nexus theme.

To evaluate the efficiency and effectiveness 
of such capacity development activities as the 
“Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture” project, 
UNW-DPC engages in research cooperation 
with the KWR Watercycle Research Institute. 
This research institute analyzes networks evolv-
ing within the group of participants as a result 

of our capacity development activities. It yields 
insights into the effects of such workshops and 
the benefits of the participants from bring-
ing together different disciplines and various 
countries. What’s more, it allows UNW-DPC to 
identify fields for further improvement and to 
evaluate whether the benefits perceived by 
the participants match with the intentions for 
holding such workshops. Also, the evolving 
networks can be visualized in social-cognitive 
maps.
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UNW-DPC is a committed partner in the global efforts to address capacity-building in 
relevant areas such as wastewater management. They have demonstrated their serious 

interest in coordinating the work of partners and expanding the base of resource persons and 
agencies, while ensuring that training is designed to be relevant to the respective regions. We 
look forward to continuing this collaboration. 

UN-Water member, project partner in the wastewater project
Vincent Sweeney (UNEP)
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Activities on Drinking 
Water Loss Reduction

Capacity Development Activities 
between 2008 and 2011 

2.2

July 2012

UN-HABITAT greatly values the contribution UNW-DPC has made in 
conducting joint capacity development programmes on water loss reduction. 

UNW-DPC, through far-flung outreach, has contributed to up-scaling state of 
the art knowledge and skills in this crucial area of water demand management. 

UN-Water member
Andre Dzikus (UN-HABITAT)

©
 U

N
 P

ho
to

/D
ou

g 
Sp

ar
ks



Reporting No. 6 | 39

In many cities across the developing world, 
clean water is both scarce and expensive to 
produce. Water utilities face enormous chal-
lenges when treating and distributing water 
in sufficient quality and quantity for their in-
creasing urban populations. Around the world 
policymakers are struggling to cope with this 
problem. In the rapidly growing cities of the 
developing world, water utilities often lack the 
appropriate management capacities and in-
stitutional frameworks to effectively deal with 
these challenges in the long term. This prob-
lem deserves increased attention and appro-
priate action to reduce avoidable stress over 
scarce and valuable water resources. Several 
mid-size and large cities have already started 
incremental programmes geared towards the 
step-by-step reduction of losses, and it is well 
known that many institutions and water and 
sanitation utilities have developed and imple-
mented strategies and technologies to control 
leakages and water loss. 

To address this major drinking water loss 
problem, UNW-DPC started focusing on this is-
sue shortly after its founding in August 2007. 
First it organized, in cooperation with UN-HAB-
ITAT, an international workshop on its premises 
on “Drinking Water Loss Reduction: Develop-
ing Capacities for Applying Solutions”. The 
workshop took place in September 2008 with 
the objective to help establish communication 
between policymakers, water managers, re-

searchers, financial institutions and providers 
of technical solutions and to encourage follow-
up actions and projects. The workshop concen-
trated on the most promising approaches, es-
pecially highlighting the need for institutional 
capacity development and for cooperation. 
The focus was put on developing countries 
and countries with economies in transition, es-
pecially those under water stress. 

The workshop was attended by representa-
tives from major cities around the world and, 
particularly, the decision makers responsible 
for water supplies. In Bonn, the participants 
had the opportunity to meet their counter-
parts from Germany, neighbouring European 
countries and from around the world. The 
workshop encouraged the exchange of experi-
ences and information on successful examples 
within the different national programmes in 
improving water leakage control and reducing 
water losses in water supply systems. 

Activities to tackle drinking water loss reduction need to 

bring together actors at various levels, including water 

operators, decision makers and other stakeholders. 
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UNW-DPC established a Working Group on 
Water Efficiency as a result of this initial activ-
ity, and one of the main recommendations was 
to address the issue of water efficiency in wa-
ter and sanitation utilities at the regional level. 
Therefore, UNW-DPC and UN-HABITAT decided 
in 2009 to jointly organize four regional work-
shops around the globe on this topic to docu-
ment available know-how and best practices 
and to recommend new approaches for more 
efficient management in the field of water and 
sanitation with a focus on water loss reduction. 

The workshops were held for Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean countries in León, Mexico 
(November 2009), for South East European 
countries in Sofia, Bulgaria (November 2009), 
for Arab countries in Rabat, Morocco (January 
2010) and for African countries, on the occa-
sion of World Water Day 2011, in Cape Town, 
South Africa (March 2011). 

Workshop programmes included sessions 
with case study presentations and panel dis-

cussions addressing topics like technical solu-
tions, contextual conditions for creating ena-
bling environments (political, institutional and 
economic barriers and opportunities), and na-
tional and regional initiatives supporting water 
and sanitation sectors in the region. Case stud-
ies of participating cities enabled workshop 
participants to exchange views on the efficien-
cy of the methodologies and strategies that 
the water utilities are currently implementing 
to control and reduce water losses.

About 510 participants from 37 countries 
and from different sectors related to water 
management participated in the training pro-
grammes. The workshops gathered and docu-
mented most recent know-how and best prac-
tices concerning water loss reduction strategies 
and came up with several recommendations 
on new approaches for more efficient water 
management, with a specific focus on water 
loss reduction. The workshops were perceived 
by the participants as a valuable opportunity 
to share experience on common problems and 

Tackling water loss is a major 

priority for urban areas around 

the world.
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applied solutions and to gain knowledge on 
new technological developments. However, 
it was also apparent that there is still a lot of 
work to be done to ensure water loss reduc-
tion, and that greater urgency is required, since 
it is mostly the urban poor who suffer the con-
sequences of inaction. 

The results, lessons learned and suggestions 
from these regional workshops, and an addi-
tional workshop held with the Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in Burki-
na Faso in February 2011, were compiled in a 
trilingual documentary film entitled “Reduc-
ing Water Loss in Cities Around the World”, co-
produced with the United Nations University 
(UNU) Media Studios in Tokyo. Furthermore, 

the book Capacity Development for Drink-
ing Water Loss Reduction was published. The 
book addresses various problems and needs 
related to water efficiency, presents the tech-
nical, political and institutional challenges for 
water loss reduction in specific cases around 
the world, and shows options for actions and 
solutions. The book and DVD were launched 
during a session at World Water Day 2011 in 
Cape Town, South Africa. 

Additional information on the workshops is 
available in the publications “Proceedings No. 
1”, “Knowledge No. 3”, “Knowledge No. 4” and 
“Water Loss Reduction in Africa” (see http:// 
www.unwater.unu.edu/article/read/water-
loss- reduction).
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UNW-DPC’s Scientific 
Publications

Collaborative Contributions to 
Capacity Development with UN-Water 
Members and Partners

2.3

UNW-DPC Publication on Institutional 
Capacity Development in Transboundary 
Water Management 

March 2009 
UNW-DPC produced this side publication to 
the 3rd World Water Development Report in or-
der to provide further substantive background 
to support issues in the WWDR3 and to provide 
a wider audience for the results of the Interna-
tional Workshop on Institutional Capacity De-
velopment in Transboundary Water Basins in 
November 2008 in Bonn, Germany.

Capacity Development for Drinking Water 
Loss Reduction: Challenges and Experiences 

March 2011
This publication presents the results of the first 
three years of cooperation of UNW-DPC with 
UN-Water members and partners, regional col-
laborators and experts on the widespread is-
sue of drinking water loss. It looks at regional 
perspectives, challenges and solutions to the 
issue.

Capacity  De velopment
for  Drinking Water  Loss
Reduction:  Chal lenges  and 
Exper iences
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Given its dual connection to both UN-Water and to the UN University, UNW-DPC has a 
unique mandate and ability to bring together UN-Water members and partners in order to make 
collaborative, state-of-the-art contributions to scientific discussions on various aspects of ca-
pacity development.  These two pages present the publications released in its first five years.

Capacity Development for Improved Water 
Management 

January 2010
This book, produced with UNESCO-IHE, brings 
together contributions from UNW-DPC, UN-
ESCO-IHE, UNU-INWEH, UNESCO, UN-HABITAT,  
GWP, the Asian Development Bank and more 
than a dozen other worldwide experts in order 
to address capacity development issues for im-
proved water management.  

Water and the Green Economy: Capacity 
Development Aspects

May 2012
This publication, compiled by UNW-DPC, brings 
together case studies, best practices and les-
sons learned on capacity development aspects 
of water and the green economy. It contains 
contributions from UN-Water members and 
partners, including UNESCO-IHE, UNDP (Cap-
Net), UNITAR, CBD, UNIDO, ECLAC, ESCAP, IUCN 
and UNW-DPC.Water and the Green Economy

Capacity Development Aspects

W
ater and the Green Econom

y        Capacity Developm
ent Aspects

Editors: Reza Ardakanian, Dirk Jaeger (UNW-DPC)

With contributions from UN-Water  members and partners: 
UNESCO-IHE · UNDP (Cap-Net) · UNITAR · CBD · UNIDO · ECLAC · ESCAP · IUCN · UNW-DPC

UN-W
ater Decade Program
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» Section 3 of the UNW-DPC Work Plan: COOPERATION WITH OTHER UN-WATER programmes
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The United Nations World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) is hosted by UNESCO and brings together the 

work of 28 UN-Water members and partners in the triennial World Water Development Report (WWDR).

This flagship report is a comprehensive review that gives an overall picture of the world’s freshwater resources. It 

analyses pressures from decisions that drive demand for water and affect its availability. It offers tools and response 

options to help leaders in government, the private sector and civil society address current and future challenges. It 

suggests ways in which institutions can be reformed and their behaviour modified, and explores possible sources of 

financing for the urgently needed investment in water.The WWDR4 is a milestone within the WWDR series, reporting directly on regions and highlighting hotspots, and it 

has been mainstreamed for gender equality. It introduces a thematic approach – ‘Managing Water under Uncertainty 

and Risk’ – in the context of a world which is changing faster than ever in often unforeseeable ways, with increasing 

uncertainties and risks. It highlights that historical experience will no longer be sufficient to approximate the 

relationship between the quantities of available water and shifting future demands. Like the earlier editions, the 

WWDR4 also contains country-level case studies describing the progress made in meeting water-related objectives.

The WWDR4 also seeks to show that water has a central role in all aspects of economic development and social 

welfare, and that concerted action via a collective approach of the water-using sectors is needed to ensure water’s 

many benefits are maximized and shared equitably and that water-related development goals are achieved.

—

UN-Water is the United Nations (UN) inter-agency coordination mechanism for all freshwater related issues. It was 

formally established in 2003 building on a long history of collaboration in the UN family. It currently counts 29 UN 

Members and 25 other international Partners. UN-Water complements and adds value to existing UN initiatives by 

facilitating synergies and joint efforts among the implementing agencies. See www.unwater.org

United NationsEducational, Scientific andCultural Organization
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Work Plan Section 3

Cooperation with 
other UN-Water 
Programmes 

The third major section of UNW-DPC’s work as re-
quested by UN-Water and enshrined in its Work 
Plan lies in cooperation with the other UN-Water 
programme offices: the UN World Water Assess-
ment Programme (WWAP) and the UN-Water 
Decade Programme on Advocacy and Communi-
cation (UNW-DPAC). UNW-DPC has also collabo-
rated with the fourth programme of UN-Water, 
the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme 
on Water Supply and Sanitation (JMP). 

In all, over the past five years UNW-DPC has col-
laborated with the other programmes on nearly 
a dozen different activities to the benefit of all of 
UN-Water. 

Highlights include collaboration on the triennial 
World Water Development Reports and the annu-
al UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogues at the Stock-
holm World Water Week. 
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» Section 3 of the UNW-DPC Work Plan: COOPERATION WITH OTHER UN-WATER programmes

The World Water 
Development Report

UNW-DPC’s Contributions 

3.1

9 789231 042355
Cultural Organization
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The United Nations World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) is hosted by UNESCO and brings together the 

work of 28 UN-Water members and partners in the triennial World Water Development Report (WWDR).

This flagship report is a comprehensive review that gives an overall picture of the world’s freshwater resources. It 

analyses pressures from decisions that drive demand for water and affect its availability. It offers tools and response 

options to help leaders in government, the private sector and civil society address current and future challenges. It 

suggests ways in which institutions can be reformed and their behaviour modified, and explores possible sources of 

financing for the urgently needed investment in water.The WWDR4 is a milestone within the WWDR series, reporting directly on regions and highlighting hotspots, and it 

has been mainstreamed for gender equality. It introduces a thematic approach – ‘Managing Water under Uncertainty 

and Risk’ – in the context of a world which is changing faster than ever in often unforeseeable ways, with increasing 

uncertainties and risks. It highlights that historical experience will no longer be sufficient to approximate the 

relationship between the quantities of available water and shifting future demands. Like the earlier editions, the 

WWDR4 also contains country-level case studies describing the progress made in meeting water-related objectives.

The WWDR4 also seeks to show that water has a central role in all aspects of economic development and social 

welfare, and that concerted action via a collective approach of the water-using sectors is needed to ensure water’s 

many benefits are maximized and shared equitably and that water-related development goals are achieved.

—

UN-Water is the United Nations (UN) inter-agency coordination mechanism for all freshwater related issues. It was 

formally established in 2003 building on a long history of collaboration in the UN family. It currently counts 29 UN 

Members and 25 other international Partners. UN-Water complements and adds value to existing UN initiatives by 

facilitating synergies and joint efforts among the implementing agencies. See www.unwater.org

United NationsEducational, Scientific andCultural Organization
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 …UNW-DPC…has proven to be capable of bridging science to practice and to have 
us accept that we need the transdisciplinary approach more than ever before…. The 

world is a complex adaptive system and in that context we all know that we need to 
cross boundaries to solve the water crisis that is characterized by a lot of uncertainty. 
UNW-DPC crosses that boundary and helps to connect. 

Chair of the UNU Advisory Committee for UNW-DPC (2007-2010)
Professor Wim van Vierssen 
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The United Nations World Water Develop-
ment Report (WWDR), released every three 
years since 2003, is the UN’s flagship report 
on water. Coordinated by the World Water As-
sessment Programme (WWAP) in a joint effort 
of the UN agencies and entities which make 
up UN-Water, and working in partnership with 
governments, international organizations, 
non-governmental organizations and other 
stakeholders, the World Water Development 
Reports give an overall picture of the state of 
the world’s freshwater resources and aim to 
provide decision makers with the tools to im-
plement sustainable use of our water.

The 3rd edition of the World Water Develop-
ment Report, “Water in a Changing World”, re-
leased in 2009 and to which UNW-DPC contrib-
uted to Chapter 14 on “Capacity Development 
for More Effective Action”, was also the first to 
be accompanied by a series of side publica-
tions intending to provide more focused, in-
depth information and scientific background 
knowledge as well as a closer look at some 

less conventional water sectors. To this series, 
UNW-DPC contributed the publication “Institu-
tional Capacity Development in Transbound-
ary Water Management”. 

For UNW-DPC, the impetus for the develop-
ment of this publication was twofold: to pro-
vide further substantive background informa-
tion to support issues raised in the WWDR3 
concerning the requirements for institutional 
capacity development, and to provide a wider 
audience for the results of the International 
Workshop on “Institutional Capacity Devel-
opment in Transboundary Basins” hosted by 
UNW-DPC in Bonn, Germany, on 10-12 Novem-
ber 2008. The workshop set out to collect and 
discuss success stories and examples of best 
practices that led to the development of insti-
tutional capacity supporting effective trans-
boundary water management. The ultimate 
aim was to provide future recommendations 
for required institutional arrangements and an 
assessment of needs for capacity development 
in this field.
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UNW-DPC contributed to Chapter 14 of the WWDR3 

on “Capacity Development for More Effective Action”
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The 4th edition of the World Water Develop-
ment Report, “Managing Water under Uncer-
tainty and Risk”, is the most comprehensive 
edition in the series and was released at the 
World Water Forum in Marseille in March 2012. 
It comes in three volumes and seeks to dem-
onstrate, among other messages, that water 
underpins all aspects of development and that 
a coordinated approach to managing and allo-
cating water is critical. 

UNW-DPC, along with the UNESCO Institute 
for Water Education (UNESCO-IHE), was select-
ed to develop Chapter 26 of the WWDR4, on 
“Developing Knowledge and Capacity”.

This chapter discusses how the water sector 
will increasingly be subject to externally driven 
changes, yet societies at the same time will ex-
pect more reliable water services and less risk. 
The report acknowledges that there are gaps 
in the understanding of natural and social phe-
nomena and of how global change is going to 
affect us and that, therefore, knowledge and 
capacity development is a top priority on the 
international agenda. 

This chapter purports that developing the 
adaptive capacity of individuals, society and 
institutions is needed to face the new and dy-
namic challenges caused by global change. 
It further notes that there is a need for an in-

Olcay Ünver, Director of WWAP, presenting the WWDR4 as 

part of the UN-Water seminar at IFAT in May 2012
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creased use of knowledge sharing and collabo-
rative tools. The power of ICT should be used 
to accelerate the dissemination of information 
and impose social learning within water insti-
tutions. 

The full report can be downloaded at http:// 
w w w.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sci-
ences/environment/water/wwap/wwdr/
wwdr42012/. 

UNW-DPC and UNESCO-IHE
— 

Authors Hani Sewilam (UNW-DPC) and Guy Alaerts (UNESCO–IHE/Delft University of 
Technology)

Chapter 26
Developing knowledge and capacity

© Shutterstock/aaleksander

Part 3.indb   582 21/02/12   13.12

Chapter 26 of the WWDR4 on 

“Developing Knowledge and Capacity”.
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UN-Water Stakeholder 
Dialogues

Bringing together various stakeholders to 
promote and discuss vital water issues 

3.2
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Starting in 2010, UN-Water has requested 
three of its programmes to hold a dialogue 
among various stakeholders at one of the 
world’s highest level annual gatherings of those 
working in the area of water, the Stockholm 
World Water Week. These UN-Water Stakehold-
er Dialogues correspond with the topic of each 
year’s World Water Day/World Water Week and 
bring together experts in a moderated panel 
discussion from within and outside the UN to 
represent groups such as consumers, women’s 
groups/gender issues, water operators or agri-
culture.

The first UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue in 
2010 took its cue from the release of a rapid re-
sponse report by UN-HABITAT and UNEP, called 
“Sick Water? The Central Role of Wastewater 
Management in Sustainable Development”. 
Coordinated by UNW-DPAC, the UN-Water Pro-
grammes, as well as UN-HABITAT and UNEP, 
organized a seminar titled “Sick Water is Threat-
ening the MDGs: A Stakeholder Dialogue to 

address Capacity Development and Commu-
nication Needs”. It focused on the issue of the 
growing pressure on water resources through 
continuing population growth and urbaniza-
tion, rapid industrialization and expanding and 
intensifying food production, which leads to 
an increased unregulated or illegal discharge 
of contaminated water within and beyond na-
tional borders. This presents a global threat to 
human health and well-being, with both im-
mediate and long term consequences for ef-
forts to reduce poverty whilst sustaining the 
integrity of some of the world’s most produc-
tive ecosystems. 

Following the presentation of the UNEP/
UN-HABITAT report, experts and stakeholders 
discussed the situation and challenges related 
to wastewater production and management. 
Specifically, they looked at the ways different 
agents can provide solutions and response op-
tions to improve water quality and ensure sus-
tainable development.
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In 2011, the UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue 
was coordinated by UNW-DPC and focused on 
the question of “Beyond 2015: What Next for 
Water-Related MDGs and Water Challenges?” 
By many accounts, the successes of the MDG 
campaign have been mixed and have drawn 
attention to the existence of large differences 
within and between regions, and from urban to 
rural areas. 

The expert panel, which included representa-
tives from JMP and UN-Water Africa and was 
moderated by the Chief Technical Adviser to 
UN-Water, took stock of the progress on the 
MDGs so far and raised the question of what 
will come beyond the current target period of 
2015. 

The 2011 UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue 
discussed the possible need for new targets 
or for revisiting the current ones as well as the 
possibility of defining different targets accord-
ing to the situation in different regions. It re-
ferred to the passing of the UN Resolution for 
Water and Sanitation as a Human Right, not-

ing the necessity to move towards universal 
coverage and acknowledgement of the need 
to focus on the bottom billion. With regard to 
monitoring the achievements, indicators will 
need to be reconsidered in light of the above-
mentioned UN Resolution, taking into account 
issues such as access, quality, safety, affordabil-
ity, resilience, non-discrimination, acceptabil-
ity, sustainability and participation. Monitoring 
should also take note of progress in changes 
to legal frameworks and needs to be based on 
gender-disaggregated data.

The panel agreed that, although there are 
specific challenges in monitoring quality in-
dicators they are indispensable for getting a 
comprehensive picture of the situation. 

UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue 

at World Water Week 2011: 

“Beyond 2015: What Next for 

Water-Related MDGs and Water 

Challenges?”
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Planning for a third UN-Water Stakeholder 
Dialogue in August 2012 was well under way 
at the time this report went to print. Coor-
dinated by WWAP, with support from UNW-
DPC, UNW-DPAC and the UNEP International 
Resources Panel, it will deal with world water 
scenarios for the future, with a focus on green 
accounting. 

The UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogues 

at Stockholm build upon the success 

of dialogues at other events, such as 

the Deutsche Welle Global Media Fo-

rum in 2011 on “The Human Right to 

Water and Sanitation”, which included 

UN-Water members , partners and 

the Special Rapporteur on the Human 

Right to Safe Drinking Water and 

Sanitation.
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Work Plan Section 4

Support to 
UN-Water

The final section of the UNW-DPC Work Plan calls 
for it to support UN-Water and its members in 
general, in particular its TFs/TPAs and other co-
ordinated activities of UN-Water members. This 
includes assisting the Chair and Secretariat in the 
preparation of UN-Water Work Programmes as 
well as support to and/or co-organization of mul-
tilateral capacity development activities. Along 
these lines, UNW-DPC has conducted dozens 
of activities over the past five years. Highlights 
include training in the use of AquaCrop models 
with FAO and coordination of the participation of 
UN-Water at the biennial IFAT ENTSORGA trade 
fair in Munich, Germany.
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Training in the Use of 
AquaCrop 

Irrigation Model

4.1

From 2009 to 2010, UNW-DPC trained nearly 150 participants from 58 coun-
tries throughout Africa and Asia in the use of AquaCrop modelling software. 
Six months later, these participants were asked to report on whether they had 
trained others. It was discovered that the twenty best “students” had trained 
nearly 200 more.
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Global demand for freshwater is constantly 
rising as a consequence of population growth, 
enriched diets and an overall rise in living 
standards. Agriculture is not only the world’s 
largest water user in terms of volume, it is also a 
relatively low-value, low-efficiency and highly 
subsidized user. Furthermore, in the years to 
come it is expected that the agricultural sec-
tor will be unable to compete with households 
and industry for increasingly scarce water 
resources, and yet it is under pressure to pro-
duce more food and fibre with less water and 
less deterioration of water quality to satisfy the 
food needs of a growing world population. The 
overall future scenario is further aggravated by 
the impact of climate change. This leads to an 
urgent need for increased water productivity 
as a pathway for poverty reduction and envi-
ronmental sustainability, especially in devel-
oping countries, where water productivity is 
often relatively low. 

Therefore, UNW-DPC considers it critical to 
address this challenge by implementing capac-
ity development activities in the field of water 
productivity in agriculture. Capacity develop-
ment at all levels is needed to realize changes 
in water management, production techniques 
and in policies. The resulting potential ca-
pacity needs are the following: information 

technologies for crop productivity, manage-
ment practices, cropping practices, enhanced 
management of irrigation systems, training 
in the development of laws, institutional ar-
rangements and policies to promote farmers’ 
adoption of water productivity-enhancing 
technologies and ensure better management 
of resources as well as the exchange of knowl-
edge and experiences in other regions to learn 
from past experiences. 

For the purpose to help farmers to apply 
improved water resources management in 
rain-fed and irrigated production systems, FAO 
has developed a crop model software called 
“AquaCrop”. AquaCrop focuses on simulat-
ing the attainable yield in response to water, 
which is the key driver for agricultural produc-
tion and which is increasingly becoming the 
critical factor limiting crop production. The 
free AquaCrop software is mainly intended for 
practitioners such as those working for exten-
sion services, governmental agencies, NGOs, 
and various kinds of farmers associations but 
is also used by scientists and for teaching pur-
poses. AquaCrop uses a relatively small num-
ber of mostly intuitive parameters and input 
variables that can be determined easily. Thus, it 
aims to be simple and easy-to-use while main-
taining accuracy and robustness.

A participant at the AquaCrop 

training workshop for southern 

Africa demonstrating the results 

in a university training field
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To put such tools into use, it is important to 
make actors involved in the agriculture sec-
tor aware of those instruments and to pro-
vide training for practical use. Therefore, five 
“Training-of-Trainers” workshops on “Capacity 
Development for Farm Management Strate-
gies to Improve Crop-Water Productivity using 
AquaCrop” were carried out as a joint initiative 
of FAO and UNW-DPC in 2009 and 2010 to dis-
seminate the use of AquaCrop. The workshops 
were implemented in collaboration with local 
partners in Burkina Faso (Institut International 
d’Ingénierie de l’Eau et de l’Environnement, 
2iE), Iran (Ministry of Energy of Iran), China 
(China Agricultural University, CAU), Egypt (Ag-
ricultural Research Center, ARC, Ministry of Ag-

riculture and Land Reclamation) and South Af-
rica (University of the Free State’s Department 
of Soil, Crop and Climate Sciences). 

The main objectives of these workshops were:
yy training of participants in the practical 

applications of AquaCrop in order to im-
prove their skills in strategic farm man-
agement practices towards increasing 
crop-water productivity in rainfed and 
irrigated production systems 

yy identification of possible paths of action 
towards implementation of the concept 
in their own field of work
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yy knowledge dissemination in the field 
of irrigation using AquaCrop. Support 
project managers, consultants, irrigation 
engineers, agronomists, and farm man-
agers to assess the current agriculture 
practices and formulate guidelines to 
increase the crop-water productivity for 
both rain-fed and irrigated production 
systems

The five local host institutions were actively 
engaged in the participant selection ensur-
ing that the participants have the background 
and position to disseminate their newly de-
rived knowledge in their institutions and home 

countries. 43% of the trainees were from aca-
demia, 32% from national research institutes, 
15% from ministries or government agencies, 
7% from international development organi-
zations, 2% from private companies and 1% 
from NGOs. In total, the workshops trained 147 
participants from 58 countries and more than 
100 institutions in the practical applications of 
AquaCrop to improve their skills in strategic 
farm management practices toward increasing 
crop-water productivity.

The training used lectures and computer-
based hands-on exercises as teaching and 
learning tools. Both the theoretical and practi-
cal sessions of these workshops were followed 

Water scarcity is a major 

problem affecting areas all over 

the world and a focus area of 

UN-Water. To help address this 

pressing need, UNW-DPC has 

conducted activities that have 

reached more than 1,100 par-

ticipants in 114 countries over 

the past five years on various 

aspects related to water scarcity.

Figure 5: UNW-DPC’s trainees in the area of 
water scarcity, 2007 - 2012: 1,100 participants 
in 114 countries
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with high interest and active involvement by 
the participants. An open and interactive ap-
proach adopted for the training programme 
was a key factor for its success in the different 
countries. Prior to the training, participants 
had to fill in a questionnaire on capacity devel-
opment needs in the field of water and food, 
which was then analyzed in order to assess the 
specific gaps in terms of individual, institution-
al and organizational capacity. 

Abstracts and papers on the outcomes of 
these workshops were collected from the work-
shop participants, and a selected number of 
participants were invited to Yogyakarta, Indo-
nesia, from 8-9 October 2010 to present their 
results in case studies of practical applications 
of AquaCrop. In this international workshop 
on “Improving farm management strategies 
through AquaCrop: Worldwide collection of 
case studies”, UNW-DPC and FAO were success-
ful in gathering some of the best examples and 
knowledge available on water productivity us-
ing AquaCrop. The workshop also analyzed the 

success of former workshops and tried to iden-
tify training and other follow-up activities of 
participants within their countries. According 
to the feedback requested from the 19 partici-
pants who attended the workshop, 11 of them 
had trained another 120 people on AquaCrop.

The selected case studies as well as further 
information on the workshop methodology 
and its outcomes can be found in the publica-
tion “Knowledge No. 7: Capacity Development 
for Farm Management Strategies to Improve 
Crop-Water Productivity using AquaCrop: Les-
sons learned”.

The FAO AquaCrop software is available on the 
FAO website at http://www.fao.org/nr/wa-
ter/aquacrop.html.

Participants at the AquaCrop 

training workshop for southern 

Africa discussing crop aspects 

on a field trip
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Overview of training workshops in 

AquaCrop from 2009 to 2010. In total, 

147 participants from 58 countries in 

three regions were trained.

1st Workshop

West African  
Countries
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso
27-30 July 2009

2nd Workshop

Middle-Eastern Countries
Tehran, Iran
9-13 August 2009
Training

3rd Workshop

East Asian  
Countries
Beijing, China
14-18 September 2009
Training

4th Workshop

East African  
Countries
Cairo, Egypt
25-29 October 2009
Training

5th Workshop

South-East  
African Countries
Bloemfontein, South Africa
1-5 March 2010
Training

Total Participant 

Distribution

147
Participants

Figure 6: Capacity Development for Farm Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water pro-
ductivity using AquaCrop



» Section 4 of the UNW-DPC Work Plan: SUPPORT to UN-WATER

62  |  Five Year Report 2007-2012

UN-Water at IFAT  
2010 and 2012 

Trade Fair in Munich, Germany

4.2

August 2012

There is a big need to anchor UN activities within the water and waste industry, 
and since 2007 UNW-DPC and DWA have worked closely together to inform 

practitioners about the work of both the UN and water associations. As an 
example, the IFAT trade fair in Munich is the biggest trade fair in the world in 
the water and waste sector and provides an ideal international platform for 
needed communications and networking. Visitors from all over the world are 
guests in Munich and its international character help enable global trends and 
discussions to result in local activities and improvements. It has been a pleasure 
to work together with UNW-DPC and its team of professionals.

UNW-DPC Collaborator
Rüdiger Heidebrecht  (German Water Association)
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IFAT ENTSORGA is one of the world’s leading 
trade fairs for environmental technology, spe-
cifically focusing on water, sewage, waste and 
raw materials management. Taking place bien-
nially in Munich, Germany, this event is a prime 
showcase for the latest market trends and in-
novative technology. Industry and trade asso-
ciations present specific sector solutions, state-
of-the-art technology and a broad spectrum of 
services in the fields of water, sewage, refuse 
and raw materials management. IFAT has a di-
verse international profile and about 40% of 
the visitors come from abroad.

So far, UN-Water has participated in IFAT 
2010 and 2012. IFAT 2010 took place in Septem-
ber 2010 and attracted about 110,000 visitors 
from 185 countries as well as 2,700 exhibitors 
from 45 countries. IFAT 2012, which took place 
in May 2012, drew even more visitors. About 
125,000 visitors from 180 countries as well as 
over 2,900 exhibitors from 54 countries came 
to Munich. More than 16,000 visitors took part 
in the approximately 320 lectures and discus-

sions on major topics such as Mega Cities, Wa-
ter Management, Phosphorus Recycling from 
Sewage Sludge, the Closed Substance Cycle 
and Waste Management Act or Waste-to-Ener-
gy.

In its efforts to increase cooperation and 
strengthen UN-Water members and partners’ 
activities, UNW-DPC, on behalf of UN-Water, 
negotiated a sponsored booth and coordinat-
ed the representation of UN-Water as well as 
the sessions during IFAT 2010 and 2012.
During IFAT 2010, UNW-DPC organized a semi-
nar which focused on “Institutional Capac-
ity Development in Water Management, Water 
Supply and Sanitation” and featured presenta-
tions and a panel discussion from seven repre-
sentatives of UN-Water members and partners, 
including Zafar Adeel in his role as Chair of UN-
Water. 

In 2012, UNW-DPC organized a UN-Water 
session which contained three parts. In the first 
part of the session, on the safe use of waste-

IFAT Entsorga is held every two 

years and attracts more than 

25,000 visitors a day from all 

over the world.
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water in agriculture, the Vice Chair of UN-Water, 
Bert Diphoorn, introduced UN-Water and its 
core functions to the audience. Representa-
tives of partners in the “Safe Use of Wastewater 
in Agriculture” project provided the audience 
with background information on the defini-
tion, function and potential problems of using 
wastewater in agriculture, as well as with so-
lutions and means to achieve improvements. 
More information on the “Safe Use of Wastewa-
ter in Agriculture” project can be found in sec-
tion 2.1 of this report and in the UNW-AIS. 
 
In the second part of the UN-Water session 
a new book on Water in the Green Economy: 
Capacity Development Aspects, was launched. 
It comprises contributions from nearly a 
dozen UN-Water members, partners and pro-
grammes. 

The book, suitably timed for release directly 
before the Rio+20 conference, brings home 
the message that clean water and sanitation 
are essential to human well-being and social 

equity, and that given the current political mo-
mentum, inter-agency mechanisms working 
towards improving these conditions, such as 
UN-Water, have a unique opportunity to step 
up to the plate with coordinated, timely, cross-
sectoral messages and actions that address the 
wide spectrum of issues that achieving a Green 
Economy will require. 

The book brings together “water” and “capacity 
development” under the Green Economy um-
brella and represents an opportunity to show-
case excellent global examples, at the same 
time filling a gap in current knowledge when 
it comes to connecting capacity development, 
water and Green Economy practices.

Contributions from UN-Water members, part-
ners and programmes include case studies, 
best practices and lessons learned, paying 
special attention to the needs related to capac-
ity development for water resources manage-
ment in the context of the Green Economy. A 
number of authors were present to personally 

The UN-Water Center at 

IFAT 2012 housed stands for 

11 members, partners and 

programmes of UN-Water and 

provided a meeting place for 

important visitors and high-

level delegations.
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introduce their case studies and engage in a 
discussion with the audience. 

Of particular importance are capacity devel-
opment practices for knowledge transfer and 
adoption/ adaption, capacity development 
practices for technology development/adop-
tion/transfer, individual capacity development 
practices and institutional capacity develop-
ment practices.

In the third part of the session, Olcay Ünver, 
Director of WWAP, provided an overview of the 
fourth edition of the World Water Develop-
ment Report “Managing Water under Uncer-
tainty and Risk”, emphasizing the importance 
of viewing water issues in a holistic manner, 
while keeping in mind the differences across 
individual countries (see also chapter 3.1). 

The three-part UN-Water seminar which took 
place during IFAT 2012 attracted more than 
140 visitors. 

The second key activity during IFAT 2010 and 
2012 was the UN-Water Center, a 200m² booth 
presenting UN-Water and the activities of its 
members and partners to the trade fair visitors.

The booth contained individual stands for 
each participating member or partner to dis-
play their publications and water-related ac-
tivities. Visitors were introduced to UN-Water’s 
structure and objectives and used the oppor-
tunity to learn more about the different man-
dates of members and partners and speak to 
representatives from many of the participating 
agencies. A wide variety of materials on water 
and related environmental issues were availa-
ble, and over the course of the week-long exhi-
bition, more than 9,000 publications and other 
items were distributed. 

Although the trade show primarily attracts pri-
vate industry, visitors to the UN-Water Center 
represented a wide variety of backgrounds. 
While members and partners did have the op-
portunity to discuss environmental technolo-

Water and the Green EconomyCapacity Development Aspects

W
ater and the Green Econom

y        Capacity Developm
ent Aspects

Editors: Reza Ardakanian, Dirk Jaeger (UNW-DPC)

With contributions from UN-Water  members and partners: 
UNESCO-IHE · UNDP (Cap-Net) · UNITAR · CBD · UNIDO · ECLAC · ESCAP · IUCN · UNW-DPC

UN-W
ater Decade Program

m
e

 on Capacity Developm
ent (UNW

-DPC)
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gies and innovations with private companies, 
they also networked with members of the pub-
lic sector, researchers and non-governmental 
organizations. In 2012, the booth was visited 
by seven delegations, totalling 183 visitors 
representing 56 countries. The presence of 
UN-Water at IFAT gave participating agencies 
also the opportunity to raise awareness about 
UN-Water and its activities. The sessions organ-
ized by UNW-DPC, involving several UN-Water 
members and partners, put a special focus on 
capacity development aspects and offered an 
additional forum for communication with the 
private sector. 

It becomes increasingly clear at events like 
IFAT that the UN and the private sector need to 
engage in a more intense dialogue in order to 
find the complex solutions necessary to solve 
the world’s water and sanitation issues. The po-
sition of UN-Water in acting as a platform for 
collaboration and negotiations can play a cen-
tral role in reconciling competing water uses 
and working towards a shared idea of effective 
and efficient use of water resources. 

The UN-Water Center at IFAT 2012 housed 
stands for 11 members, partners and pro-
grammes of UN-Water and provided a meeting 
place for important visitors and high-level del-
egations. 

The Vice Chair of UN-Water, 

Bert Diphoorn, introducing UN-

Water and speaking on the topic 

of wastewater at the UN-Water 

Seminar, IFAT 2012
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UN-Water members: 

yy United Nations Human Settlements Pro-
gramme (UN-HABITAT) 

yy United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) 

yy United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) 

yy United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

yy United Nations University (UNU) 

yy World Health Organization (WHO) 

yy Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) 

yy UNDP Cap-Net 

yy United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe (UNECE)

UN-Water Partners and Programmes: 

yy International Association of Hydrogeolo-
gists (IAH)/Federal Institute for Geosci-
ences and Natural Resources (BGR) 

yy The World Business Council on Sustain-
able Development (WBCSD) 

yy United Nations World Water Assessment 
Programme (WWAP) 

yy UN-Water Decade Programme on Capac-
ity Development (UNW-DPC) 

yy International Hydropower Association 
(IHA)

yy International Commission on Irrigation 
and Drainage (ICID)

Participating organizations in the activities at IFAT 2010 and 2012: 

August 2012

We are delighted that UN-Water was at IFAT for a second time. The UN presents projects at 
the fair that international visitors and exhibitors are interested in. We are convinced of the 

positive external effects that this participation has at IFAT.

UN-Water Collaborator
Stefanie Oswald (Messe München)
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The Way Forward
Post Rio+20

Secretary-General of the United Nations
Ban Ki-moon 
May 2012

In the next twenty years, the world will need at least 50% more food … 45% 
more energy … 30% more water ... and many millions of new jobs. Our chal-
lenge at Rio+20 and beyond is to take a holistic, integrated approach to these 
linked challenges – driving at the interrelations such that solutions to one 
problem translate into progress on all. 
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Particularly in the recent past, the value of 
approaches which involve and bridge between 
different disciplines has been pointed out ever 
increasingly. The interconnectedness of water, 
energy and food has recently been recognized 
again with the Nexus concept – a topic not new 
to UNW-DPC. Indeed, leading up to the occa-
sion of the UN Conference on Sustainable De-
velopment (Rio+20) in June 2012 and based on 
the assertion that capacity development is key 
to the transition to a Green Economy, in par-
ticular when it comes to effectively address-
ing challenges in knowledge and technology 
transfer, UNW-DPC has placed a major empha-
sis on activities related to the Green Economy 
throughout 2011 and 2012 and beyond.

These have included Capacity Pool news-
letters on the topic; dialogue sessions on the 
“Nexus” theme such as the high-level 10th 

Bonn Dialogue on “The Water, Energy and Food 
Security Nexus: Solutions for the Green Econo-
my”, which was the only public symposium of 
the international Bonn2011 Nexus Conference; 
a focus on inter-linked issues such as the “Safe 
Use of Wastewater in Agriculture”; and a spe-
cific book looking at Water in the Green Econo-
my: Capacity Development Aspects, which was 
released in May 2012 and brought together 
contributions from nearly a dozen UN-Water 
members, partners and programmes.

Complex concepts such as the Green Econo-
my and in particular the Nexus concept, point 
out the need for a wider view and manage-
ment strategies to address existing and future 
water, energy and food security challenges and 
also highlight the importance of industry and 
trade in their roles as consumers and handlers 
of large quantities of water, energy and food. 

Reza Ardakanian, PhD

Founding Director of UNW-DPC
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Likewise, it is clear that water plays a central 
role, both in sustainable development and in 
the Green Economy. In order to build a low-car-
bon, resource-efficient and socially inclusive 
Green Economy, the UN Member States need 
to improve their capacities, building on the 
pillars of sustainable development, economic 
growth, environmental protection and social 
progress. Much emphasis needs to be given 
to the development of institutional capacity, 
based on the specific needs identified in indi-
vidual countries.

UNW-DPC has sought and will continue to 
strengthen its role in promoting transdiscipli-
nary approaches by collaborating with and as-
sisting UN-Water members and partners. It has 
already begun to shape its competencies to 
address the Green Economy and Nexus ideas 
in many of the activities detailed in this report. 

In the future, UNW-DPC will extend its sup-
port for UN-Water even further, building on 
the experience of the past five years, and help 
overcome the disciplinary silo approach by 
adding value through multilateral support and 
by bringing together the water competen-
cies available within the extensive network of 

UN-Water members and partners. Its support 
to UN-Water Thematic Priority Areas and Task 
Forces will be further extended. This includes 
the provision of additional services through the 
UN-Water Activity Information System (UNW-
AIS) and the provision of a knowledge sharing 
platform at country level. Special focus will be 
given to capacity development at all levels, 
including institutional capacity development 
and the development of instruments based on 
capacity needs assessments. All of its activities 
are in support of sustainable development.

As always, I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my gratitude to the German Federal 
Government for its financial support over the 
past five years, provided through the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (BMZ) and the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF), as well as the 
project-based support from the Federal Minis-
try of Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety (BMU). Financial support has 
generously been extended for another two 
and a half years. In addition, my thanks go to 
UNU as host of our programme, to UN-Water 
Members and Partners for their guidance and 
supervision, and to my staff here at UNW-DPC. 
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

1 Workshop 26-28 November 
2007 

International Workshop on “Capacity Development for 
Water Journalists” for Central and West Asian countries

Central and West Asia 4.2 Tehran, Iran UN-HABITAT  

2 Conference 13 May 2008 Conference on Sustainable Development (CSD 16): Learn-
ing Center on Virtual Learning Approaches to Capacity 
Development

 2.4 New York, USA UNU-INWEH AIT

3 Workshop 3-5 September 2008 International Workshop on “Drinking Water Loss Reduction: 
Developing Capacity for Applying Solutions”

All 1.3 Bonn, Germany UN-HABITAT BMBF, BMZ

4 Training 11-16 October 2008 IHDW ‘08 Training of Trainers “Capacity Development Work-
shop on Adaptive Water Management”

All 2.4 New Delhi, India UNU-IHDP

5 Mapping/ Analysis 1 November 2008 “Water-Related Capacity Development: A survey of UN-
Water members’ and partners’ activities”

 1.2 Bonn, Germany UN-Water  

6 Training 1-2 November 2008 International Training Programme for Mayors on “Urban 
Water and anitation”

Africa 2.4 Nanjing, China UN-HABITAT National Training 
Center for Mayors

7 Training 3-7 November 2008 World Urban Forum 4: Training Event on “Urban Water 
Conservation and Demand Management for Utilities and all 
other Stakeholders” 

All 2.4 Nanjing, China UN-HABITAT  

8 Workshop 10-12 November 
2008 

International Workshop on “Institutional Capacity Develop-
ment in ransboundary Basins: Lessons learned from practi-
cal experience”

All 1.3 Bonn, Germany UNESCO-IHP, UNECE, GEF BMZ, BMU

9 Workshop 2-3 December 2008 Expert Group meeting on “Gender-disaggregated Data on 
Water and Sanitation”

All 1.3 New York, USA UN-DESA  

10 Workshop 22-24 January 2009 “Water and Land Capacity Development” for Water and 
Environmental Journalists in Arab Countries”

MENA 4.2 Cairo, Egypt UNCCD AWC

11 Workshop 28-30 January 2009 “Improving Agriculture Productivity, Water Use Efficiency 
and Rural Livelihoods”

All 1.3 Bangkok, Thailand UN-DESA, UNESCAP  

12 Session 19 March 2009 5th World Water Forum: Sessions 1.2.1, 1.2.2, 1.2.3 and 
plenary under Topic 1.2 “Water-related Migration, Changing 
Land Use and Human Settlements”

All 3.1 Istanbul, Turkey UNU-EHS GAP

13 Session 20 March 2009 5th World Water Forum: Session 6.1.2 on “Institutional 
Capacity Development” 

All 3.2 Istanbul, Turkey UNESCO-IHE AWC

14 Workshop 31 March-2 April 
2009

Conference Workshop on “Education for Water Sustainabil-
ity: Where Decades Meet”

All 4.1 Bonn, Germany UNESCO-IHP BMU

15 Workshop 16-18 April 2009 3rd GWAHS-CS Workshop on “Groundwater and Human 
Security”

All 2.4 Shiraz, Iran UNU-EHS, UNU-INWEH, 
UNESCO-IHP

Far Research Cen-
ter for Agriculture 
and Natural 
Resources

16 Training 20-24 April 2009 “East European Training of Trainers Workshop on Water and 
Climate Affairs”

All 2.4 Skopje, FYR Mace-
donia

WMO CCB

6.1 UNW-DPC’s Major Activities, 2007-2012

UNW-DPC’s Activities (as Organizer), 2007-2012 
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

1 Workshop 26-28 November 
2007 

International Workshop on “Capacity Development for 
Water Journalists” for Central and West Asian countries

Central and West Asia 4.2 Tehran, Iran UN-HABITAT  

2 Conference 13 May 2008 Conference on Sustainable Development (CSD 16): Learn-
ing Center on Virtual Learning Approaches to Capacity 
Development

 2.4 New York, USA UNU-INWEH AIT

3 Workshop 3-5 September 2008 International Workshop on “Drinking Water Loss Reduction: 
Developing Capacity for Applying Solutions”

All 1.3 Bonn, Germany UN-HABITAT BMBF, BMZ

4 Training 11-16 October 2008 IHDW ‘08 Training of Trainers “Capacity Development Work-
shop on Adaptive Water Management”

All 2.4 New Delhi, India UNU-IHDP

5 Mapping/ Analysis 1 November 2008 “Water-Related Capacity Development: A survey of UN-
Water members’ and partners’ activities”

 1.2 Bonn, Germany UN-Water  

6 Training 1-2 November 2008 International Training Programme for Mayors on “Urban 
Water and anitation”

Africa 2.4 Nanjing, China UN-HABITAT National Training 
Center for Mayors

7 Training 3-7 November 2008 World Urban Forum 4: Training Event on “Urban Water 
Conservation and Demand Management for Utilities and all 
other Stakeholders” 

All 2.4 Nanjing, China UN-HABITAT  

8 Workshop 10-12 November 
2008 

International Workshop on “Institutional Capacity Develop-
ment in ransboundary Basins: Lessons learned from practi-
cal experience”

All 1.3 Bonn, Germany UNESCO-IHP, UNECE, GEF BMZ, BMU

9 Workshop 2-3 December 2008 Expert Group meeting on “Gender-disaggregated Data on 
Water and Sanitation”

All 1.3 New York, USA UN-DESA  

10 Workshop 22-24 January 2009 “Water and Land Capacity Development” for Water and 
Environmental Journalists in Arab Countries”

MENA 4.2 Cairo, Egypt UNCCD AWC

11 Workshop 28-30 January 2009 “Improving Agriculture Productivity, Water Use Efficiency 
and Rural Livelihoods”

All 1.3 Bangkok, Thailand UN-DESA, UNESCAP  

12 Session 19 March 2009 5th World Water Forum: Sessions 1.2.1, 1.2.2, 1.2.3 and 
plenary under Topic 1.2 “Water-related Migration, Changing 
Land Use and Human Settlements”

All 3.1 Istanbul, Turkey UNU-EHS GAP

13 Session 20 March 2009 5th World Water Forum: Session 6.1.2 on “Institutional 
Capacity Development” 

All 3.2 Istanbul, Turkey UNESCO-IHE AWC

14 Workshop 31 March-2 April 
2009

Conference Workshop on “Education for Water Sustainabil-
ity: Where Decades Meet”

All 4.1 Bonn, Germany UNESCO-IHP BMU

15 Workshop 16-18 April 2009 3rd GWAHS-CS Workshop on “Groundwater and Human 
Security”

All 2.4 Shiraz, Iran UNU-EHS, UNU-INWEH, 
UNESCO-IHP

Far Research Cen-
ter for Agriculture 
and Natural 
Resources

16 Training 20-24 April 2009 “East European Training of Trainers Workshop on Water and 
Climate Affairs”

All 2.4 Skopje, FYR Mace-
donia

WMO CCB
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

17 Workshop 20-25 April 2009 “Six Months on: Evaluating Progress on Curricula Develop-
ment for daptive Water Management”

2.2 Bonn, Germany UNU-IHDP Alterra

18 Mapping/ Analysis 1 May 2009 Mapping Exercise for Transboundary Waters Task Force  1.1 Bonn, Germany UNECE, UNESCO and other 
TBW Task Force members

 

19 Mapping/ Analysis 1 May 2009 Mapping and Gaps Analysis Exercises for Water and Climate 
Change Task Force (W&CC TF)

1.1 Bonn, Germany WMO and other W&CC Task 
Force members

20 Training 16-19 May 2009 Training Workshop on Integrated Flood Management East Europe 2.4 Tehran, Iran WMO RCUWM

21 Training 27-30 July 2009 1st Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productiv-
ity using AquaCrop” for West African countries

Africa 2.4 Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso

FAO Institute for 
Water and 
Environmental 
Engineering

22 Training 9-13 August 2009 2nd Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productiv-
ity using AquaCrop” for Middle Eastern countries

Middle East 2.4 Tehran, Iran FAO Iranian Ministry 
of Energy

23 Training 14-18 September 
2009 

3rd Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productiv-
ity using AquaCrop”for East Asian countries

Asia 2.4 Beijing, China FAO China Agricul-
tural University 
(CAU)

24 Training 25- 29 October 2009 4th Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productiv-
ity using AquaCrop” for East African countries

North and East Africa 2.4 Cairo, Egypt FAO Soil, Water and 
Environment Re-
search Institute 
(SWERI)

25 Training 26 October-3 No-
vember 2009

1st Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Training Workshop 
on “Integrated Water Resources Management” for North 
African countries

MENA 2.3 Cairo, Egypt German Commission for 
UNESCO, German IHP/HWRP 
Hydrological Committee

26 Workshop 2-4 November 2009 1st Regional Workshop on “Water Loss Reduction in Water 
& Sanitation Utilities” for Latin American and Caribbean 
countries

Latin America 1.3 Guanajuato, Mexico UN-HABITAT NEAS, IADB

27 Workshop 15-18 November 
2009 

2nd Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Training Work-
shop on “Integrated Water Resources Management” for 
Middle Eastern countries

MENA 1.3 Cairo, Egypt UN-HABITAT BWA, EWA

28 Training 15-24 November 
2009 

2nd Regional Workshop on “Water Loss Reduction in Water 
& Sanitation Utilities” for South East European countries

South East Europe 2.3 Sofia, Bulgaria German Commission for 
UNESCO, German IHP/HWRP 
Hydrological Committee

 

29 Workshop 30 November-3 
December 2009

4th GWAHS-CS Workshop on “Groundwater and Human 
Security – Case Studies”

Asia 1.3 Phan Thiel, Can Tho 
and Tra Vinh, Vietnam

UNU-EHS, UNU-INWEH, 
UNESCO-IHP

 

30 Training 7-15 December 2009 3rd Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Training Workshop 
on “Integrated Water Resources Management” for Middle 
Eastern and North African countries

MENA 2.3 Cairo, Egypt German Commission for 
UNESCO, German IHP/HWRP 
Hydrological Committee

31 Workshop 10-11 December 
2009 

Regional Workshop for Journalists on “Climate Change 
and Adaptation in the Area of Water Supply and Water 
Resources Management” for Latin American and Caribbean 
Countries

Latin America and the 
Caribbean

4.2 Montevideo, Uruguay UNESCO-IHP LAC, UN-
HABITAT
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

17 Workshop 20-25 April 2009 “Six Months on: Evaluating Progress on Curricula Develop-
ment for daptive Water Management”

2.2 Bonn, Germany UNU-IHDP Alterra

18 Mapping/ Analysis 1 May 2009 Mapping Exercise for Transboundary Waters Task Force  1.1 Bonn, Germany UNECE, UNESCO and other 
TBW Task Force members

 

19 Mapping/ Analysis 1 May 2009 Mapping and Gaps Analysis Exercises for Water and Climate 
Change Task Force (W&CC TF)

1.1 Bonn, Germany WMO and other W&CC Task 
Force members

20 Training 16-19 May 2009 Training Workshop on Integrated Flood Management East Europe 2.4 Tehran, Iran WMO RCUWM

21 Training 27-30 July 2009 1st Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productiv-
ity using AquaCrop” for West African countries

Africa 2.4 Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso

FAO Institute for 
Water and 
Environmental 
Engineering

22 Training 9-13 August 2009 2nd Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productiv-
ity using AquaCrop” for Middle Eastern countries

Middle East 2.4 Tehran, Iran FAO Iranian Ministry 
of Energy

23 Training 14-18 September 
2009 

3rd Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productiv-
ity using AquaCrop”for East Asian countries

Asia 2.4 Beijing, China FAO China Agricul-
tural University 
(CAU)

24 Training 25- 29 October 2009 4th Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productiv-
ity using AquaCrop” for East African countries

North and East Africa 2.4 Cairo, Egypt FAO Soil, Water and 
Environment Re-
search Institute 
(SWERI)

25 Training 26 October-3 No-
vember 2009

1st Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Training Workshop 
on “Integrated Water Resources Management” for North 
African countries

MENA 2.3 Cairo, Egypt German Commission for 
UNESCO, German IHP/HWRP 
Hydrological Committee

26 Workshop 2-4 November 2009 1st Regional Workshop on “Water Loss Reduction in Water 
& Sanitation Utilities” for Latin American and Caribbean 
countries

Latin America 1.3 Guanajuato, Mexico UN-HABITAT NEAS, IADB

27 Workshop 15-18 November 
2009 

2nd Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Training Work-
shop on “Integrated Water Resources Management” for 
Middle Eastern countries

MENA 1.3 Cairo, Egypt UN-HABITAT BWA, EWA

28 Training 15-24 November 
2009 

2nd Regional Workshop on “Water Loss Reduction in Water 
& Sanitation Utilities” for South East European countries

South East Europe 2.3 Sofia, Bulgaria German Commission for 
UNESCO, German IHP/HWRP 
Hydrological Committee

 

29 Workshop 30 November-3 
December 2009

4th GWAHS-CS Workshop on “Groundwater and Human 
Security – Case Studies”

Asia 1.3 Phan Thiel, Can Tho 
and Tra Vinh, Vietnam

UNU-EHS, UNU-INWEH, 
UNESCO-IHP

 

30 Training 7-15 December 2009 3rd Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Training Workshop 
on “Integrated Water Resources Management” for Middle 
Eastern and North African countries

MENA 2.3 Cairo, Egypt German Commission for 
UNESCO, German IHP/HWRP 
Hydrological Committee

31 Workshop 10-11 December 
2009 

Regional Workshop for Journalists on “Climate Change 
and Adaptation in the Area of Water Supply and Water 
Resources Management” for Latin American and Caribbean 
Countries

Latin America and the 
Caribbean

4.2 Montevideo, Uruguay UNESCO-IHP LAC, UN-
HABITAT
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

32 Workshop 20-21 January 2010 3rd Regional Workshop on “Water Loss Reduction in Water 
& Sanitation Utilities” for Arab countries at the 3rd ACWUA 
Conference

MENA 1.3 Rabat, Morocco UN-HABITAT ACWUA, GTZ, 
ONEP-IEA

33 Mapping/Analysis February 2010 Support of Mapping Exercise for UN-Water  1.1 Bonn, Germany UN-Water members  

34 Workshop 24 February 2010 Hosting of UN-Water Task Force Meeting on Country-Level 
Coordination (CLC TF)

 1.1 Bonn, Germany UNDP and other Task Force 
members

 

35 Workshop 25-26 February 2010 Hosting of UN-Water Task Force Workshop on Transbound-
ary Waters Mapping Exercise

1.1 Bonn, Germany UNECE, UNESCO

36 Book launch March 2010  “Capacity Development for Improved Water Management”  3.1 Bonn, Germany UNESCO-IHE  

37 Training 1-5 March 2010 5th Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productivity 
Using AquaCrop” for South-East African countries

Southern Africa 2.4 Bloemfontein, South 
Africa

FAO UFS

38 Seminar 15 March 2010 15th African Water Association Congress: Seminar on “UN-
Water’s Perspective on Water and Sanitation and Needs for 
Capacity Development in Africa”

Africa 1.3 Kampala, Uganda UN-Water members and 
partners

AfWA

39 Training 24 March 2010 World Urban Forum 5: Training on “How to Improve Water 
Efficiency in Water Utilities”

 1.3 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil UN-HABITAT  

40 Training 28 March-2 April 
2010

Training on Conflict Resolution and Negotiation for IWRM: 
“Improving Efficiency and Effectiveness for Water Security”

 2.4 Hanoi, Vietnam UNESCAP, UNDP CapNet  

41 Workshop 20-21 April 2010 UNESCO G-WADI Dakar Workshop on “Water: Science, Policy 
and Capacity Development” for Sub-Saharan Africa

1.3 Dakar, Senegal UNESCO-IHP G-WADI Network

42 Workshop 10-12 May 2010 Hosting of UN-Water Task Force Workshop on “Climate 
Change Mapping Exercise”

1.1 Bonn, Germany WMO

43 Seminar 9 June 2010 Joint Seminar on “Waste-water Revolution”  1.3 Dushanbe, Tajikistan ESCAP, UNEP, UNSGAB  

44 Session 8 September 2010 UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue on “Sick water is threaten-
ing the MDGs: A stakeholder dialogue to address capacity 
development and communication needs”

  Stockholm, Sweden UNEP, UN-HABITAT, UNW-
DPAC, WWAP

 

45 Seminar 13-17 September 
2010 

IFAT ENTSORGA 2010: UN-Water Seminar  on “Institutional 
Capacity Development in Water Management, Water Supply 
and Sanitation”

 1.3 Munich, Germany IAH, UNCCD, UNECE, UN-
HABITAT, WWAP

BGR

46 Workshop 20-22 September 
2010 

International Workshop on “Mainstreaming Spate Irrigation 
in Higher Education”

1.3 Delft, Netherlands FAO, UNESCO-IHE The Spate Irriga-
tion Network and 
MetaMeta

47 Workshop 8-9 October 2010 “Improving farm management strategies through Aqua 
Crop: Worldwide collection of case studies”

Asia, Middle East and 
Africa

1.8, 2.3, 
2.4, 4.2

Yogyakarta, Indonesia FAO, ICID  
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

32 Workshop 20-21 January 2010 3rd Regional Workshop on “Water Loss Reduction in Water 
& Sanitation Utilities” for Arab countries at the 3rd ACWUA 
Conference

MENA 1.3 Rabat, Morocco UN-HABITAT ACWUA, GTZ, 
ONEP-IEA

33 Mapping/Analysis February 2010 Support of Mapping Exercise for UN-Water  1.1 Bonn, Germany UN-Water members  

34 Workshop 24 February 2010 Hosting of UN-Water Task Force Meeting on Country-Level 
Coordination (CLC TF)

 1.1 Bonn, Germany UNDP and other Task Force 
members

 

35 Workshop 25-26 February 2010 Hosting of UN-Water Task Force Workshop on Transbound-
ary Waters Mapping Exercise

1.1 Bonn, Germany UNECE, UNESCO

36 Book launch March 2010  “Capacity Development for Improved Water Management”  3.1 Bonn, Germany UNESCO-IHE  

37 Training 1-5 March 2010 5th Regional Workshop on “Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve Crop-Water Productivity 
Using AquaCrop” for South-East African countries

Southern Africa 2.4 Bloemfontein, South 
Africa

FAO UFS

38 Seminar 15 March 2010 15th African Water Association Congress: Seminar on “UN-
Water’s Perspective on Water and Sanitation and Needs for 
Capacity Development in Africa”

Africa 1.3 Kampala, Uganda UN-Water members and 
partners

AfWA

39 Training 24 March 2010 World Urban Forum 5: Training on “How to Improve Water 
Efficiency in Water Utilities”

 1.3 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil UN-HABITAT  

40 Training 28 March-2 April 
2010

Training on Conflict Resolution and Negotiation for IWRM: 
“Improving Efficiency and Effectiveness for Water Security”

 2.4 Hanoi, Vietnam UNESCAP, UNDP CapNet  

41 Workshop 20-21 April 2010 UNESCO G-WADI Dakar Workshop on “Water: Science, Policy 
and Capacity Development” for Sub-Saharan Africa

1.3 Dakar, Senegal UNESCO-IHP G-WADI Network

42 Workshop 10-12 May 2010 Hosting of UN-Water Task Force Workshop on “Climate 
Change Mapping Exercise”

1.1 Bonn, Germany WMO

43 Seminar 9 June 2010 Joint Seminar on “Waste-water Revolution”  1.3 Dushanbe, Tajikistan ESCAP, UNEP, UNSGAB  

44 Session 8 September 2010 UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue on “Sick water is threaten-
ing the MDGs: A stakeholder dialogue to address capacity 
development and communication needs”

  Stockholm, Sweden UNEP, UN-HABITAT, UNW-
DPAC, WWAP

 

45 Seminar 13-17 September 
2010 

IFAT ENTSORGA 2010: UN-Water Seminar  on “Institutional 
Capacity Development in Water Management, Water Supply 
and Sanitation”

 1.3 Munich, Germany IAH, UNCCD, UNECE, UN-
HABITAT, WWAP

BGR

46 Workshop 20-22 September 
2010 

International Workshop on “Mainstreaming Spate Irrigation 
in Higher Education”

1.3 Delft, Netherlands FAO, UNESCO-IHE The Spate Irriga-
tion Network and 
MetaMeta

47 Workshop 8-9 October 2010 “Improving farm management strategies through Aqua 
Crop: Worldwide collection of case studies”

Asia, Middle East and 
Africa

1.8, 2.3, 
2.4, 4.2

Yogyakarta, Indonesia FAO, ICID  
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

48 Mapping January 2011-Janu-
ary 2012

Mapping exercise for UN-Water Thematic Priority Area on 
Water Quality

All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.9, 2.4

 UNEP  

49 Meeting 21 February 2011 Hosting of UN-Water Task Force on Regional-level Coordina-
tion

All 1.4 Bonn, Germany ESCAP, ESCWA, ECLAC  

50 Workshop 24-26 February 2011 Stakeholder Dialogue and Training on “Water Loss Reduc-
tion”

West and Central 
Africa

2.4, 4.2 Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso

 GIZ, VAG, KIT, NW

51 Workshop 20 March 2011 “Capacity Building for Non Revenue Water Reduction: an 
Africa Perspective”

Sub-Saharan Africa 2.4, 4.2 Cape Town, South 
Africa

UN-HABITAT AfDB

52 Workshop 21 March 2011 Workshop on “UN-Water Mapping Exercise on Water Qual-
ity”

UN-Water 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3,

Cape Town, South 
Africa

UNEP  

53 Session 21 March 2011 Launch of trilingual DVD on “Reducing Water Loss in Cities 
Around the World”

All 2.4, 4.2 Cape Town, South 
Africa

  

54 Session and Publica-
tion

21 March 2011 Launch of publication “Capacity Development for Drinking 
Water Loss Reduction: Challenges and Experiences”

Latin America, Africa 
and Eastern Europe

4.2 Cape Town, South 
Africa

55 Workshops 4-5 and 7-8 April 
2011 

Regional Workshops on “The Application of the UNESCO/
IHA GHG Measurement Guidelines”

Asia 2.4, 4.2 Roorkee, India (4-5 
April) and Yichang, 
Hubei, China (7-8 
April)

UNESCO, IHA IIT Roorkee, 
CTGPC, IWHR

56 Publication June 2011-March 
2012

Co-authorship of a chapter in the “World Water Develop-
ment Report 4”

All 3.1    

57 Session 21 August 2011 UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue at World Water Week, “Be-
yond 2015: What Next for Water-Related MDGs and Water 
Challenges?”

Asia, Africa and Eastern 
Europe

2.1, 2.2, 
3.2, 4.2

Stockholm, Sweden UNW-DPAC, WWAP

58 Workshop 23 August 2011 Water Use Efficiency Working Group Meeting All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.9

Stockholm, Sweden FAO, ICID, UNCCD  

59 e-Learning course Since 30 August 2011 Collaboration on an e-Learning course on “Urban Water 
Governance and Management in the Asia-Pacific Region”

All 1.2, 1.9, 
1.10, 1.11, 
2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 4.2

Bonn, Germany, and 
Geneva, Switzerland

UNITAR  

60 Session 4 October 2011 “Water in the Green Economy in Practice: Towards Rio+20” 
Conference: Session on “The contribution of water technol-
ogy to job creation and development of enterprises”

All 2.1, 2.2, 
3.2, 4.2

Zaragoza, Spain UNW-DPAC

61 Session 26 October 2011 Special UNU Session on “Water Resources Management in 
Africa” at the 12th WaterNet Symposium

Africa 4.2 Maputo, Mozambique UNU  

62 Launch 14 November 2011 Official launch of the upgraded UNW-AIS All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.8, 1.9, 
1.10, 1.11, 
2.3, 2.4

Bonn, Germany   
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

48 Mapping January 2011-Janu-
ary 2012

Mapping exercise for UN-Water Thematic Priority Area on 
Water Quality

All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.9, 2.4

 UNEP  

49 Meeting 21 February 2011 Hosting of UN-Water Task Force on Regional-level Coordina-
tion

All 1.4 Bonn, Germany ESCAP, ESCWA, ECLAC  

50 Workshop 24-26 February 2011 Stakeholder Dialogue and Training on “Water Loss Reduc-
tion”

West and Central 
Africa

2.4, 4.2 Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso

 GIZ, VAG, KIT, NW

51 Workshop 20 March 2011 “Capacity Building for Non Revenue Water Reduction: an 
Africa Perspective”

Sub-Saharan Africa 2.4, 4.2 Cape Town, South 
Africa

UN-HABITAT AfDB

52 Workshop 21 March 2011 Workshop on “UN-Water Mapping Exercise on Water Qual-
ity”

UN-Water 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3,

Cape Town, South 
Africa

UNEP  

53 Session 21 March 2011 Launch of trilingual DVD on “Reducing Water Loss in Cities 
Around the World”

All 2.4, 4.2 Cape Town, South 
Africa

  

54 Session and Publica-
tion

21 March 2011 Launch of publication “Capacity Development for Drinking 
Water Loss Reduction: Challenges and Experiences”

Latin America, Africa 
and Eastern Europe

4.2 Cape Town, South 
Africa

55 Workshops 4-5 and 7-8 April 
2011 

Regional Workshops on “The Application of the UNESCO/
IHA GHG Measurement Guidelines”

Asia 2.4, 4.2 Roorkee, India (4-5 
April) and Yichang, 
Hubei, China (7-8 
April)

UNESCO, IHA IIT Roorkee, 
CTGPC, IWHR

56 Publication June 2011-March 
2012

Co-authorship of a chapter in the “World Water Develop-
ment Report 4”

All 3.1    

57 Session 21 August 2011 UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue at World Water Week, “Be-
yond 2015: What Next for Water-Related MDGs and Water 
Challenges?”

Asia, Africa and Eastern 
Europe

2.1, 2.2, 
3.2, 4.2

Stockholm, Sweden UNW-DPAC, WWAP

58 Workshop 23 August 2011 Water Use Efficiency Working Group Meeting All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.9

Stockholm, Sweden FAO, ICID, UNCCD  

59 e-Learning course Since 30 August 2011 Collaboration on an e-Learning course on “Urban Water 
Governance and Management in the Asia-Pacific Region”

All 1.2, 1.9, 
1.10, 1.11, 
2.3, 2.4, 
2.5, 4.2

Bonn, Germany, and 
Geneva, Switzerland

UNITAR  

60 Session 4 October 2011 “Water in the Green Economy in Practice: Towards Rio+20” 
Conference: Session on “The contribution of water technol-
ogy to job creation and development of enterprises”

All 2.1, 2.2, 
3.2, 4.2

Zaragoza, Spain UNW-DPAC

61 Session 26 October 2011 Special UNU Session on “Water Resources Management in 
Africa” at the 12th WaterNet Symposium

Africa 4.2 Maputo, Mozambique UNU  

62 Launch 14 November 2011 Official launch of the upgraded UNW-AIS All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.8, 1.9, 
1.10, 1.11, 
2.3, 2.4

Bonn, Germany   
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

63 Workshop 14-15 November 
2011 

International Kick-off Workshop on the “Safe Use of Waste-
water in Agriculture”

Africa, Asia, Latin 
America

2.4, 4.2 Bonn, Germany FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH

64 Symposium 15 November 2011 Bonn Dialogue on “The Water, Energy and Food Security 
Nexus”

All 4.2 Bonn, Germany UNU  

65 Session 20 November 2011 Arab Water Forum session on “The Role of Water Informa-
tion Systems in Developing Institutional Capacities in the 
MENA Region”

MENA 1.10, 2.3, 
2.4, 4.2

Cairo, Egypt   

66 Session 22 November 2011 Arab Water Forum session on “Research, Knowledge and 
Capacity Building”

MENA 2.4, 4.2 Cairo, Egypt   

67 Workshop 18-19 February 2012 1st Regional Workshop on the “Safe Use of Wastewater in 
Agriculture” for North African countries

North Africa 2.4, 4.2 Marrakech, Morocco FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH, 
ICID, IWMI, WHO

 

68 Seminar 21 February 2012 16th African Water Association (AfWA) Congress: UN-Water 
Seminar on the “Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture” and 
organizing/staffing the UN-Water booth

Africa 2.4, 4.2 Marrakech, Morocco   

69  
Side Event and 
Publication

12 March 2012 6th World Water Forum: Launch of the World Water De-
velopment Report 4, with Chapter 26 by UNW-DPC and 
UNESCO-IHE

  Marseille, France UNESCO-IHE, WWAP  

70  
Session 13 March 2012 6th World Water Forum: Interactive Session on “Effective 

Water Education through Global and Integrated Networks
All Marseille, France UNESCO-IHE

71  
Session 9 May 2012 IFAT ENTSORGA 2012: UN-Water Session on the “Safe Use of 

Wastewater in Agriculture”
 2.4, 4.2 Munich, Germany UN-HABITAT, WHO ACWUA, KWR Wa-

tercycle Research 
Institute

72  
Book Launch 9 May 2012 IFAT ENTSORGA 2012: Launch of the UN-Water publication 

Water and the Green Economy: Capacity Development 
Aspects

 2.4, 4.2 Munich, Germany UNIDO, UNDP/ Cap-Net, 
UNESCO-IHE

IEEM

73  
Workshop 16-18 May 2012 2nd Regional Workshop on the “Safe Use of Wastewater in 

Agriculture” for West Asian and Middle Eastern countries
Middle East and West 
Asia

2.4, 4.2 New Delhi, India FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH, 
ICID, IWMI, WHO

74 Seminar 26 August 2012 Contribution to the UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue on 
“Water Scenarios/Green Accounting”

All 2.4, 3.1, 
3.2, 4.2

Stockholm, Sweden FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH, 
ICID, IWMI, WHO

 

75 Seminar 28 August 2012 World Water Week 2012: UN-Water Seminar on the “Safe Use 
of Wastewater in Agriculture” 

All 2.4, 4.2 Stockholm, Sweden FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH, 
ICID, IWMI, WHO
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

63 Workshop 14-15 November 
2011 

International Kick-off Workshop on the “Safe Use of Waste-
water in Agriculture”

Africa, Asia, Latin 
America

2.4, 4.2 Bonn, Germany FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH

64 Symposium 15 November 2011 Bonn Dialogue on “The Water, Energy and Food Security 
Nexus”

All 4.2 Bonn, Germany UNU  

65 Session 20 November 2011 Arab Water Forum session on “The Role of Water Informa-
tion Systems in Developing Institutional Capacities in the 
MENA Region”

MENA 1.10, 2.3, 
2.4, 4.2

Cairo, Egypt   

66 Session 22 November 2011 Arab Water Forum session on “Research, Knowledge and 
Capacity Building”

MENA 2.4, 4.2 Cairo, Egypt   

67 Workshop 18-19 February 2012 1st Regional Workshop on the “Safe Use of Wastewater in 
Agriculture” for North African countries

North Africa 2.4, 4.2 Marrakech, Morocco FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH, 
ICID, IWMI, WHO

 

68 Seminar 21 February 2012 16th African Water Association (AfWA) Congress: UN-Water 
Seminar on the “Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture” and 
organizing/staffing the UN-Water booth

Africa 2.4, 4.2 Marrakech, Morocco   

69  
Side Event and 
Publication

12 March 2012 6th World Water Forum: Launch of the World Water De-
velopment Report 4, with Chapter 26 by UNW-DPC and 
UNESCO-IHE

  Marseille, France UNESCO-IHE, WWAP  

70  
Session 13 March 2012 6th World Water Forum: Interactive Session on “Effective 

Water Education through Global and Integrated Networks
All Marseille, France UNESCO-IHE

71  
Session 9 May 2012 IFAT ENTSORGA 2012: UN-Water Session on the “Safe Use of 

Wastewater in Agriculture”
 2.4, 4.2 Munich, Germany UN-HABITAT, WHO ACWUA, KWR Wa-

tercycle Research 
Institute

72  
Book Launch 9 May 2012 IFAT ENTSORGA 2012: Launch of the UN-Water publication 

Water and the Green Economy: Capacity Development 
Aspects

 2.4, 4.2 Munich, Germany UNIDO, UNDP/ Cap-Net, 
UNESCO-IHE

IEEM

73  
Workshop 16-18 May 2012 2nd Regional Workshop on the “Safe Use of Wastewater in 

Agriculture” for West Asian and Middle Eastern countries
Middle East and West 
Asia

2.4, 4.2 New Delhi, India FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH, 
ICID, IWMI, WHO

74 Seminar 26 August 2012 Contribution to the UN-Water Stakeholder Dialogue on 
“Water Scenarios/Green Accounting”

All 2.4, 3.1, 
3.2, 4.2

Stockholm, Sweden FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH, 
ICID, IWMI, WHO

 

75 Seminar 28 August 2012 World Water Week 2012: UN-Water Seminar on the “Safe Use 
of Wastewater in Agriculture” 

All 2.4, 4.2 Stockholm, Sweden FAO, UNEP, UNU-INWEH, 
ICID, IWMI, WHO
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

1 Session 15 March 2009 5th World Water Forum: UNW-DPC Special Session on 
“Health, Dignity and Economic Progress: a way forward to 
gender equity” 

 3.1 Istanbul, Turkey UN-Water Task Force on 
Gender and Water, UN- 
DESA

WECF, SEI, IUCN, 
Water- Aid, 
GWA, IRC, WfW, 
Soroptimists Go 
for Water

2 Tool 10 February 2010 Capacity Development Information System (CDIS) Versions 
1.0 to 2.5

1.4 Bonn, Germany WMO, UN-Water TF W&CC, 
TB

3 Conference 8-10 June 2010 Collaboration on the “High-level International Conference 
on the midterm review of the International Decade for Ac-
tion ‘Water for Life’ 2005-2015”

4.4 Dushanbe, Tajikistan UNW-DPAC

4 Fair 13-17 September 
2010 

IFAT ENTSORGA 2010: UN-Water Center at World Water 
Week

 1.3 Munich, Germany IAH, UNCCD, UNECE, UN-
HABITAT, WWAP

BGR

5 Fair 24-25 November 
2010 

IWRM Karlsruhe 2010: Keynote speech and information 
booth

All 2.4 Karlsruhe, Germany   

6 Conference 6-8 December 2010 ISARM2010 International Conference on “Transboundary 
Aquifers: Challenges and new directions”; Launch of UNW-
AIS and presentation of mapping activities

All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.9, 2.4

Paris, France UNESCO, UNESCO-IHP, UN-
ECE, UN-Water Transbound-
ary Waters Task Force

AIT

7 Conference 28-29 April 2011 International Conference on Water and Climate Change in 
the MENA Region: Conference partner and keynote speech

MENA 4.2 Berlin, Germany   

8 Fair 2-5 May 2011 Wasser Berlin 2011: Conference partner and keynote speech All 4.2 Berlin, Germany   

9 Workshop and 
Session

19-20 June 2011 Deutsche Welle Global Media Forum on “Human rights and 
globalization – challenges to the media”: UN-Water session 
and journalists training workshop

All 3.2, 4.2 Bonn, Germany UNW-DPAC UN-Habitat, 
WSSCC

10 Workshop 18-20 July 2011 10th IPSWAT (International Postgraduate Studies in Water 
Technologies): Panel with a keynote speech, contribution to 
the panel “Going back home: challenges and opportunities” 
and information booth

All 4.2 Bonn, Germany   

11 Presentation 19 August 2011 Demonstration of the upgraded UNW-AIS at UN-Water 
meeting

All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.8, 1.9, 
1.10, 1.11, 
2.4

Stockholm, Sweden   

12 Session 19-20 October 2011 “Towards the UN Conference on Sustainable Development 
(Rio+20): Water Cooperation Issues”

All 2.4; 4.2 Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Session 16 November 2011 “UN-Water: The Road to Rio: Water in the Green Economy for 
Development and Poverty Eradication”

All 2.1, 2.2, 
3.2, 4.2

Bonn, Germany UNW-DPAC

14 Lecture 12 December 2011 “Water Energy Food Security Nexus and the Green Economy 
Conference: What next? Challenges for research and capac-
ity development”

All 2.4 Bonn, Germany UNU  

13

UNW-DPC’s Major Activities (as Contributor), 2007-2012
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

1 Session 15 March 2009 5th World Water Forum: UNW-DPC Special Session on 
“Health, Dignity and Economic Progress: a way forward to 
gender equity” 

 3.1 Istanbul, Turkey UN-Water Task Force on 
Gender and Water, UN- 
DESA

WECF, SEI, IUCN, 
Water- Aid, 
GWA, IRC, WfW, 
Soroptimists Go 
for Water

2 Tool 10 February 2010 Capacity Development Information System (CDIS) Versions 
1.0 to 2.5

1.4 Bonn, Germany WMO, UN-Water TF W&CC, 
TB

3 Conference 8-10 June 2010 Collaboration on the “High-level International Conference 
on the midterm review of the International Decade for Ac-
tion ‘Water for Life’ 2005-2015”

4.4 Dushanbe, Tajikistan UNW-DPAC

4 Fair 13-17 September 
2010 

IFAT ENTSORGA 2010: UN-Water Center at World Water 
Week

 1.3 Munich, Germany IAH, UNCCD, UNECE, UN-
HABITAT, WWAP

BGR

5 Fair 24-25 November 
2010 

IWRM Karlsruhe 2010: Keynote speech and information 
booth

All 2.4 Karlsruhe, Germany   

6 Conference 6-8 December 2010 ISARM2010 International Conference on “Transboundary 
Aquifers: Challenges and new directions”; Launch of UNW-
AIS and presentation of mapping activities

All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.9, 2.4

Paris, France UNESCO, UNESCO-IHP, UN-
ECE, UN-Water Transbound-
ary Waters Task Force

AIT

7 Conference 28-29 April 2011 International Conference on Water and Climate Change in 
the MENA Region: Conference partner and keynote speech

MENA 4.2 Berlin, Germany   

8 Fair 2-5 May 2011 Wasser Berlin 2011: Conference partner and keynote speech All 4.2 Berlin, Germany   

9 Workshop and 
Session

19-20 June 2011 Deutsche Welle Global Media Forum on “Human rights and 
globalization – challenges to the media”: UN-Water session 
and journalists training workshop

All 3.2, 4.2 Bonn, Germany UNW-DPAC UN-Habitat, 
WSSCC

10 Workshop 18-20 July 2011 10th IPSWAT (International Postgraduate Studies in Water 
Technologies): Panel with a keynote speech, contribution to 
the panel “Going back home: challenges and opportunities” 
and information booth

All 4.2 Bonn, Germany   

11 Presentation 19 August 2011 Demonstration of the upgraded UNW-AIS at UN-Water 
meeting

All 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 
1.8, 1.9, 
1.10, 1.11, 
2.4

Stockholm, Sweden   

12 Session 19-20 October 2011 “Towards the UN Conference on Sustainable Development 
(Rio+20): Water Cooperation Issues”

All 2.4; 4.2 Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Session 16 November 2011 “UN-Water: The Road to Rio: Water in the Green Economy for 
Development and Poverty Eradication”

All 2.1, 2.2, 
3.2, 4.2

Bonn, Germany UNW-DPAC

14 Lecture 12 December 2011 “Water Energy Food Security Nexus and the Green Economy 
Conference: What next? Challenges for research and capac-
ity development”

All 2.4 Bonn, Germany UNU  
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UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

15 Publication December 2011-June 
2012

Contribution to the Inclusive Wealth Report with an expert 
author on water accounting

All 2.4 Bonn, Germany UNU-IHDP  

16  
Side Event 12 March 2012 6th World Water Forum: Side Event on the “International 

Year on Water Cooperation and World Water Day in 2013”
All 2.4, 4.2 Marseille, France UNESCO, UNECE, UNDESA

17  
Session 13 March 2012 6th World Water Forum: Session 1.1.3 on “Global Urban 

Water Security: Moving Towards Universal and Sustainable 
Access to Drinking Water by 2025”

All  Marseille, France UN-HABITAT  

18  
Session 27 March 2012 Planet Under Pressure Conference Session: “Water: Integrat-

ed assessment, governance and management in changing 
conditions at global, regional and transboundary levels”

  London, England UNESCO-IHP, IAH, SIWI  

19  
Lecture 29 April 2012 UNU Block Course Programme: Lecture on IWRM   Bonn, Germany UNU-EHS  

20  
Publication Since May 2012 Lead author for Module "Knowledge, learning and capacity 

development for Climate-smart Agriculture" in Climate-
smart Agriculture Sourcebook 

All 2.3, 2.4, 
4.2

FAO, IFAD

21  
Fair 7-11 May 2012 IFAT ENTSORGA 2012: UN-Water Center All 1.3 Munich, Germany UNESCO-UNEVOC, UN-HAB-

ITAT, WHO, UNCCD, UNU, 
UNIDO, BGR/IAH, WCSSD, 
UNW-DPC, WWAP

 

22  
Presentation 9 May 2012 IFAT ENTSORGA 2012: Presentation of the 4th World Water 

Development Report (WWDR4)
 3.1, 2.4 Munich, Germany WWAP  

23  
Publication Since June 2012 Contribution to Water Challenge Badge (publication coor-

dinated by Youth United National Global Alliance hosted at 
FAO)

All 4.2 FAO, CBD

24  Conference 20-22 June 2012  Rio+20: UNW-DPC contribution to the UNU stand and 
presentation of Green Economy materials

 2.4, 4.2    

25 Lecture 5 July 2012 University of Bonn "Water, Energy and Food – local solutions 
for global problems?" semester lecture series: Lecture on 
"The Water, Food, and Energy Nexus"

All Bonn, Germany University of 
Bonn
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 Type Dates Activity Title Regional Focus
Work 
Plan Area

Location
UN-Water Member/
Partner/ Collaborator

Other

15 Publication December 2011-June 
2012

Contribution to the Inclusive Wealth Report with an expert 
author on water accounting

All 2.4 Bonn, Germany UNU-IHDP  

16  
Side Event 12 March 2012 6th World Water Forum: Side Event on the “International 

Year on Water Cooperation and World Water Day in 2013”
All 2.4, 4.2 Marseille, France UNESCO, UNECE, UNDESA

17  
Session 13 March 2012 6th World Water Forum: Session 1.1.3 on “Global Urban 

Water Security: Moving Towards Universal and Sustainable 
Access to Drinking Water by 2025”

All  Marseille, France UN-HABITAT  

18  
Session 27 March 2012 Planet Under Pressure Conference Session: “Water: Integrat-

ed assessment, governance and management in changing 
conditions at global, regional and transboundary levels”

  London, England UNESCO-IHP, IAH, SIWI  

19  
Lecture 29 April 2012 UNU Block Course Programme: Lecture on IWRM   Bonn, Germany UNU-EHS  

20  
Publication Since May 2012 Lead author for Module "Knowledge, learning and capacity 

development for Climate-smart Agriculture" in Climate-
smart Agriculture Sourcebook 

All 2.3, 2.4, 
4.2

FAO, IFAD

21  
Fair 7-11 May 2012 IFAT ENTSORGA 2012: UN-Water Center All 1.3 Munich, Germany UNESCO-UNEVOC, UN-HAB-

ITAT, WHO, UNCCD, UNU, 
UNIDO, BGR/IAH, WCSSD, 
UNW-DPC, WWAP

 

22  
Presentation 9 May 2012 IFAT ENTSORGA 2012: Presentation of the 4th World Water 

Development Report (WWDR4)
 3.1, 2.4 Munich, Germany WWAP  

23  
Publication Since June 2012 Contribution to Water Challenge Badge (publication coor-

dinated by Youth United National Global Alliance hosted at 
FAO)

All 4.2 FAO, CBD

24  Conference 20-22 June 2012  Rio+20: UNW-DPC contribution to the UNU stand and 
presentation of Green Economy materials

 2.4, 4.2    

25 Lecture 5 July 2012 University of Bonn "Water, Energy and Food – local solutions 
for global problems?" semester lecture series: Lecture on 
"The Water, Food, and Energy Nexus"

All Bonn, Germany University of 
Bonn
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Africa In Africa, UNW-DPC has trained 277 participants 

from 38 countries in 16 local activities since 2007.

6.2 Regional Distribution of Participants, 2007-2012 *
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Latin America In Latin America, UNW-DPC has trained 115 partici-

pants from 17 countries in 3 local activities since 2007.
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Asia In Eastern Europe, UNW-DPC has trained 233 partici-

pants from 21 countries in 9 activites since 2007.
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In Asia, UNW-DPC has trained 575 participants from 

44 countries in 17 local activities since 2007. 

TABLE 1:  
total participants by region, 2007-2012

Region Total Participants

Africa 277

Latin America 115

Eastern Europe 233

Asia 575

TABLE 2: Total activities by region, 2007-2012
 

Region Total Activities

All regions (international) 43

Africa 16

Latin America 3

Eastern Europe 9

Asia 17

TABLE 3: total training activities, 2007-2012  

Total 
Activities

Total 
Participants

Total 
Countries

69 1849 134
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6.3 List of Publications

2 | Capacity Development  
for Improved  
Water Management 
January 2010

1 | UNW-DPC Publication 
on Institutional Capacity 
Development in Transboundary 
Water Management 
March 2009 

Scientific Publications

3 |  Capacity Development for 
Drinking Water Loss Reduction: 
Challenges and Experiences 
March 2011

4 |  Water and the Green Economy: 
Capacity Development Aspects
May 2012

Capacity  De velopment
for  Drinking Water  Loss
Reduction:  Chal lenges  and 
Exper iences

C
ap

ac
it

y 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

fo
r 

D
ri

nk
in

g 
W

at
er

 L
os

sR
ed

uc
ti

on
: 

C
ha

ll
en

ge
s 

an
d 

E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

August Dreesbach 
Verlag

Water and the Green Economy
Capacity Development Aspects

W
ater and the Green Econom

y        Capacity Developm
ent Aspects

Editors: Reza Ardakanian, Dirk Jaeger (UNW-DPC)

With contributions from UN-Water  members and partners: 
UNESCO-IHE · UNDP (Cap-Net) · UNITAR · CBD · UNIDO · ECLAC · ESCAP · IUCN · UNW-DPC

UN-W
ater Decade Program

m
e

 on Capacity Developm
ent (UNW

-DPC)



Reporting No. 6 | 93

5 | Gender-disaggregated Data on 
Water and Sanitation

Knowledge Series No. 1

June 2009

6 | Education for Water Sustain-
ability: Where Decades Meet

Knowledge Series No. 2

June 2009

9 |  Curriculum Development for 
Water And Climate Change 

Knowledge Series No. 5

January 2010

10 | Capacity Development for 
Water and Environmental Jour-
nalists

Knowledge Series No. 6

June 2010

7 | Institutional Capacity Develop-
ment: Working together to sup-
port policy and legal reforms for 
equitable water allocation

Knowledge Series No. 3

August 2009

8 | Water Related Migration, 
Changing Land Use and  
Human Settlements

Knowledge Series No. 4

September 2009 

Knowledge

11 | Capacity Development for Farm 
Management Strategies to Improve 
Crop-Water Productivity using 
AquaCrop: Lessons learned

Knowledge Series No. 7

January 2011

12 | The Contribution of Water 
Technology to Job Creation and 
Development of Enterprises

Knowledge Series No. 8

January 2012

Editors:  Dr. Reza Ardakanian
 Dr. Dirk Jaeger    
Editors:  Dr. Reza Ardakanian
 Dr. Dirk Jaeger    

Knowledge No. 8UNW-DPC Publication Series |

The Contribution of Water Technology to 
Job Creation and Development of Enterprises 
Zaragoza, Spain, October 2011 

“Water in the Green Economy in Practice: Towards Rio+20”:
Knowledge of the Session at the UN-Water Conference

U
N

W
-D

PC Publication Series | Know
ledge No. 8

“W
ater in the G

reen Econom
y in Practice: Tow

ards Rio+20”
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14 | Annual Report 2007-
2008
Reporting Series No. 2
January 2009

15 | Annual Report 2009
Reporting Series No. 3
January 2010

13 | Activities of the UNW-dpc 
2007-2008
Reporting Series No. 1
November 2008

Reporting

16 | Ripple Effect: UNW-DPC 
Report on the First Work 
Plan 2007-2010 
Reporting Series No. 4
January 2010

“*Quote”

*Byline

Ripple effect
UNW-Dpc Report on the 
first phase of Activities 2007-2010

UN-Water Decade Programme on 
Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)

17 | Annual Report 2011
Reporting Series No. 5
January 2012

Tel. +49 228 815 0652
info@unwater.unu.edu
www.unwater.unu.edu

UN-Water Decade Programme on 
Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)
United Nations University

UN Campus
Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10
53113 Bonn, Germany

UNW-DPC was established in August 2007

Funded by the German Federal Government through the: 

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

UNW-DPC contributes to the International Decade for Action 

 “Water for Life”  2005-2015

UNW-DPC is located in Bonn, Germany,

and hosted by the United Nations University (UNU) 

UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC) 
hosted by the United Nations University (UNU)

Annual Report 2011

UN-W
ater Decade Program

m
e on Capacity Developm

ent (UNW
-DPC) | 2011 Annual Report | Reporting No. 5 | UNW

-DPC Publication Series
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22 |  Non-Revenue Water  
Management: Solutions for Drink-
ing Water Loss Reduction in Arab 
Countries
Proceedings Series No. 5
May 2010 

23 |  UN-Water’s Perspective on 
Water Supply & Sanitation and 
Needs for Capacity Development 
in Africa 
Proceedings Series No. 6
May 2010

18 | International Workshop on 
Drinking Water Loss Reduction-
Proceedings Series No. 1
January 2009 

20 |  Water Loss Reduction Water  
& Sanitation Utilities in Latin 
American Countries
Proceedings Series No. 3
January 2010

21 |  Water Loss Reduction Water & 
Sanitation Utilities in South East 
European Countries 
Proceedings Series No. 4
January 2010 

19 | International Workshop on In-
stitutional Capacity Development 
in Transboundary Basins 
Proceedings Series No. 2
March 2009 

Proceedings

Editors:  Dr. Reza Ardakanian   
  Lis Mullin Bernhardt

Hosted by the United Nations University (UNU) 

UNW-DPC
Proceedings of Regional Workshops on

Water Loss Reduction in Africa
  Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, February 2011
  Cape Town, South Africa, March 2011

Tel. +49 228 815 0652

info@unwater.unu.edu

www.unwater.unu.edu

UNW-DPC was established in August 2007

Funded by the German Federal Government through the: 

Federal Ministry of Eduction and Research (BMBF)

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 

and Development (BMZ)

UNW-DPC contributes to the International 

Decade for Action  “Water for Life” 

2005-2015

UN-Water Decade Programme on 

Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)

United Nations University

UN Campus

Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10

53113 Bonn, Germany

Adding Value in Water-Related Capacity Development

The UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC) is a joint programme of 

UN agencies and programmes cooperating within the framework of UN-Water and hosted by the 

United Nations University. 

Editors: Reza Ardakanian, Jens Liebe
 UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)
 

Proceedings on  

Research and Capacity Development 
on Water Resources Management by 
the United Nations University: 
 >> Focus on Africa 
 

 Special session at the 12th WaterNet Symposium
 Maputo, Mozambique, October 2011

 
Water-related activities in Africa of UNU entities:  
UNU-EHS | UNU-INWEH | UNU-INRA | UNU-FTP | UNU-FLORES | UNW-DPC

Special session coordinated by UNW-DPC

24 |  Capacity Development for 
Drinking Water Loss Reduction in 
Africa
Proceedings Series No. 7
July 2011

25 |   Research and Capacity 
Development on Water Resources 
Management by the United Nations 
University: Focus on Africa
Proceedings Series No. 9
April 2012

Editors: Reza Ardakanian, Hani Sewilam, Jens Liebe
 UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)
 

Mid-Term-Proceedings on 

Capacity Development for the 
Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture
A Collaboration of UN-Water Members & Partners
FAO · WHO · UNEP · UNU-INWEH · UNW-DPC · ICID · IWMI

Hosted by the United Nations University (UNU) 

UNW-DPC 26 |  Capacity Development for 
the safe use of Wastewater in 
Agriculture 
Proceedings Series No. 8
August 2012
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PR material

29 |  Report on UN-Water 
participation in IFAT ENTSORGA 
(2010)
May 2010

30 |  Report on UN-Water 
participation in IFAT ENTSORGA 
(2012)
August 2012

A T  I F A T

The UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)  in Bonn, Germany, 
is hosted by the United Nations University

Special video inside

Coordinated by

Trade fair for water, 
sewage, waste and raw 
materials management
7-11 May 2012
Munich, Germany

2nd Participation of

UN-Water at IFAT 2010 and 2012
May 2012 

U N I T E D  N A T I O N S 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  A T  I F A T  2 0 1 2

A T  I F A T  2 0 1 2 

U N I T E D  N A T I O N S 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  A T  I F A T  2 0 1 2

A T  I F A T  2 0 1 2 

Videos

27 |  The Survey on  
Water-Related  
Capacity Development 

Mapping Series No. 1

November 2008

other

reducing water loss in cities 
around the world
August 2010

DVD

28 |  chapter 26 of the WWDR4 
Developing Knowledge and 
Capacity

with UNESCO-IHE

March 2012

UNW-DPC and UNESCO-IHE
— 

Authors Hani Sewilam (UNW-DPC) and Guy Alaerts (UNESCO–IHE/Delft University of 
Technology)

Chapter 26
Developing knowledge and capacity

© Shutterstock/aaleksander

Part 3.indb   582 21/02/12   13.12
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capacity pool Newsletters 

Capacity Pool No. 1 
April 2008

Capacity Pool No. 2 
Capacity Development to 
Reach Sanitation Target 
July 2008

Capacity Pool No. 3 
Drinking Water Loss  
reduction 
October 2008

Capacity Pool No. 5 
5th World Water Forum 
April 2009

Capacity Pool No. 7 
Climate Change 
October 2009

Capacity Pool No. 4 
Sharing Waters 
January 2009

Capacity Pool No. 6 
Water and Land 
July 2009

Capacity Pool No. 8 
Water and Food Scarcity-
January 2010

UNW
-DPC 

Issue No. 06 | 2009

Water and Land 

IN THIS ISSUE 

05 WORLD DAY TO COMBAT  
    DESERTIFICATION 

07 THE ROLE OF MEDIA 
    IN WATER AND LAND    
    ISSUES  

10 INTERVIEW WITH LUC 
    GNACADJA ON WATER  
    AND LAND

14 THE ESD BONN 
    DECLARATION

©Arne Hoel / World Bank 

CAPACITYPOOL
UN-Water 
Decade Programme on  
Capacity Development

UNW
-DPC 

Issue No. 07 | 2009

Climate Change 
IN THIS ISSUE 

05 CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT  
    IN THE AREA OF WATER 
    AND CLIMATE CHANGE  

09 UNITED NATIONS   
    CLIMATE CONFERENCE 

10 INTERVIEW WITH 
AVINASH TYAGI, WMO 

©Spiritwood Images

CAPACITYPOOL
UN-Water 
Decade Programme on  
Capacity Development
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Capacity Pool No. 9 
Water Quality 
April 2010

Capacity Pool No. 10 
Integrated water  
resources management 

July 2010

Capacity Pool No. 11 
Information Systems 
December 2010

Capacity Pool No. 13
Water and the Green 
Economy

November 2011

Capacity Pool No. 12 
The Human Right to 
Water and Sanitation

June 2011

1

IN THIS ISSUE:

06 | UNSG'S MeSSaGe for 
World Water day 2012

8 | MdG Update oN driNkiNG 
Water aNd SaNitatioN

16 | iNforMatioN aNd iNter-
vieW With partNerS of the 
UN-Water project oN the 
"Safe USe of WaSteWater iN 
aGricUltUre"

SafE USE of 
WaSTEWaTEr 
IN agrIcUlTUrE
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Issue No. 14 | May 2012

CAPACITYPOOL
UNW-DPC’s

Quarterly magazine from the UN-Water Decade Programme on capacity Development

Capacity Pool No. 14
The Safe Use of Wastewa-
ter in Agriculture

May 2012

capacity pool Newsletters  (cont’d)
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6.4 Acronyms

CDIS			   Capacity Development Information System
CEB 			   Chief Executives Board of the United Nations
FAO 			   Food and Agriculture Organization
HLCP 			H   igh-level Committee on Programmes
JMP 			   World Health Organization (WHO)/United Nations Children’s Fund 	
				    (UNICEF) Joint Monitoring Programme on Water Supply and 		
				    Sanitation
JPOI 			   Johannesburg Plan of Implementation
KWR 			   KWR Watercycle Research Institute (the Netherlands)
MDGs 			M   illennium Development Goals
SDGs			   Sustainable Development Goals
TFs 			   Task Forces of UN-Water
TPAs 			   Thematic Priority Areas of UN-Water
TB 				   Transboundary Waters
UNCSD 			  United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
UNDP 			   United Nations Development Programme
UNEP 			   United Nations Environment Programme
UN-HABITAT 		  The United Nations Human Settlements Programme
UNU 			   United Nations University
UNU-INWEH		  United Nations University Institute for Water, 				  
				E    nvironment and Health
UNW-AIS 		  UN-Water Activity Information System
UNW-DPAC 		  UN-Water Decade Programme on Advocacy and Communication
UNW-DPC 		  UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development
WHO 			   World Health Organization
WSSD 			   World Summit on Sustainable Development
WWAP 			   The UN’s World Water Assessment Programme
WWDR 			   World Water Development Programme
WWAP 			   UN World Water Assessment Programme
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